
Hot Celebrity Biographies
Introduction
Young adults enjoy reading about fictional characters and real people who are about their age or a little
older. They like to make comparisons between that person’s life and their own, and get ideas about how
to make decisions as they grow to adulthood.

National Standards
This series supports Language Arts, Arts Education, Career/Vocational curriculum. Go to
www.enslowclassroom.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies,
and the Arts can be found in this teacher’s guide. Students will practice vocabulary words found in the
book and will enjoy working on cross-curricular activities related to the celebrity featured in the
biography.

Guided Reading Level: T

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, as well as
download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
America Ferrera 978-0-7660-3210-1 978-0-7660-3625-3
Daniel Radcliffe 978-0-7660-3209-5 978-0-7660-3624-6
Hilary Duff 978-0-7660-3211-8 978-0-7660-3626-0
Johnny Depp 978-0-7660-3567-6 978-0-7660-3631-4
Justin Timberlake 978-0-7660-3566-9 978-0-7660-3632-1
Kanye West 978-0-7660-3214-9 978-0-7660-3629-1
Michael Phelps 978-0-7660-3591-1 978-0-7660-3630-7
Miley Cyrus 978-0-7660-3213-2 978-0-7660-3628-4
Shaun White 978-0-7660-3212-5 978-0-7660-3627-7

Titles in this series can be purchased from all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ  07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-5204
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com
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Hot Celebrity Biographies Teacher’s Guide
for

Johnny Depp:  Movie Megastar

Young adults enjoy reading about fictional characters and real people who are about their age or a little
older. They like to make comparisons between that person’s life and their own, and get ideas about how
to make decisions as they grow to adulthood. Using bright, engaging color photographs, interesting text,
and quotes from the subject, this book chronicles the life of Johnny Depp, box-office superstar. Johnny
Depp’s childhood was not an easy one, but he has followed his heart and stayed positive about himself
and his life. His career success is something he can truly appreciate, since he worked hard for it-- nothing
seems to have come easy for the actor and musician. His path to success was not a traditional one and his
original idea to become a musician eventually became overshadowed when he found success as an actor.

Ask the students to think of two different careers they may someday like to have. Write two ideas on the
board (e.g., teacher and doctor; singer and professional baseball player). Then ask the students to compare
and contrast the two career choices by asking: What is the general path to each career? What talents do I
need for each career? How much does luck play in career success? What pitfalls would I encounter with
each career choice? Then have students conclude why one career choice may be better for them than the
other based on their strengths, goals, and interests.

Time Line
Review the timeline on page 44 and 45 with the students. Invite the students to tell how old he is at each
of these important milestones in his life. Have the students copy the timeline onto a sheet of paper and
add milestones about what is going on in the United States during each of these notable years in Johnny
Depp’s life.

Glossary
Review the glossary terms on page 47.  Encourage the students to turn to the glossary as they encounter
these words in the text. Ask the students to incorporate these words into their vocabulary as much as they
are able.

To help the students use and learn the new words in the glossary, encourage them to do one or more of the
following vocabulary-building activities:

• Make a crossword puzzle. Provide graph paper for students to plan out their puzzle. As time
permits, have students exchange their puzzles with a partner.

• Make a word search. Provide graph paper for students to hide words across, up and down, and
diagonally.

• Make connections. Have students list each word and provide some connections to prior
knowledge (e.g., remake: I see the word “make” and I know that “re-” is a prefix. I know that
“redo” means to do again, so  “remake” means to make something again.)

• Sort the words. Have students find commonalties among the words (multiple meaning words,
compound words, words pronounced differently than they look) and sort them accordingly.
Challenge the students to find just two or just three categories to sort into.

• Write questions about the word. Have the students hint at the word with three questions. Have
partners guess which word is being described.
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The Five Curriculum Activities
SAFETY WARNING: Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you
might use. Never use anything which is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything too hot or cold that might
injure any student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the safety of your students and provide an
appropriate setting, such as a gym or outdoor space, for physical activities

Reading/Language Arts activity
Some of the roles Johnny Depp has played seem to echo his own struggles and ambitions. He played
Sam, the outsider in Benny & Joon and has said that since he moved so much as a child, he often felt like
an outsider. His role as Edward in Edward Scissorhands showed him to be a lonely man, something that
he has also mentioned as a struggle he has had. What character from movies or television seems to echo
your own personal struggles, life, or ambitions? Name that character and explain why he or she is
somewhat like you.

Math Activity
Solve the following math problem: Jorge is an actor, but needs to work at other jobs as he goes on
auditions. He works 20 hours a week as a hotel desk clerk, earning $9.15 an hour. He works 15 hours a
week as a telemarketer, earning $8.50 an hour. He works 3 hours a night as a waiter, earning $5.00 an
hour and $35.00 a night in tips. How much money does Jorge earn in a typical month?

Science Activity :Johnny Depp starred in several successful Pirates of the Caribbean movies. Where is
the Caribbean Sea?  Name and describe the marine life generally found in this area.

Social Studies Activity
Johnny Depp makes his home in France. Compare rural southern France with Los Angeles and fill in the
chart below with your findings. Then write a short paragraph telling where you would rather live, Los
Angeles or southern France. Give reasons for your choice.

Leader of
Country

Form of
Government

Average
temperature in

August

Two facts about
the area

Rural southern
France
Los Angeles,
California

Arts Activity
Johnny Depp studied with a mime for his role as Sam in Benny & Joon. He learned to communicate his
feelings with little dialogue. With a partner or by yourself, create a 90-second scene in mime (without
words) to show your feelings or ideas about a topic listed below (or think of your own): cell phone use
while driving a car; electronic books vs. traditional printed books; spending free time playing video
games;buying a hybrid car; the price of a movie theater ticket or year-round vs. traditional school year.

Math Answer:
Job Pay Hours Worked Income per week

Hotel desk clerk $9.15/hr 20 183.00
Telemarketer  8.50 15 127.50
Waiter 5.00 hour (plus $35.00) 3(night) = 15 (week)  50.00 x 5 = 250.00

Total each week = $493.50 Total each month = $1974.00
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Analyzing Character Traits
Listed below are some of Johnny Depp’s strong personality traits. Read each one, then find a place in the
text that seems to show this trait. Note the page and then copy the text onto the line.

1. unpredictable (page ___) ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.well-disciplined (page  ___) ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.handworking (page ___) ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. loyal, trustworthy (page ___) ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. generous (page ______) ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What Do You Think?
What is a personality trait that you and Johnny Depp share? What is a statement about you that could
prove or emphasize that you have this trait too?

____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

©Enslow Publishers, Inc. www.enslowclassroom.com
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Answers for Worksheet)
1.  (page 5) He had covered all of his teeth in gold! 2. (page 11) He loved music and practiced constantly,
teaching himself completely on this own.  3. (page 15) To earn money, Depp worked in construction and
as a mechanic. He also became a telemarketer. 4.  (page 19) Depp replied that after he was finished
wearing he hat, he would send it to the boy. Sure enough, later that spring, the boy’s family received a
package. It contained the worn tan fedora, along with a variety of souvenir items from Depp’s movie,
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  5. (page 29) Another long-standing interest of Depp’s has been his
commitment to charitable causes.
Other Traits: Disciplined: (page 33) He reminds young actors to stay in control of the work they do. He
thinks they should never compromise. Versatile: (page 36) Depp find working on children’s films
refreshing.  Mature: (page 39) Depp has come a long way since his rebellious youth.


