
Easy Cardboard Crafts

Introduction:

This teacher’s guide helps teach young children how to create cardboard crafts by using five
simple steps.  Children will use their imaginations and artistic abilities to create numerous crafts
that can be used throughout the curriculums.  The steps are clear and simple and can enable the
child to demonstrate and express their ideas in their own unique ways.  By using a star system
each activity is categorized by difficulty level.  This way you can provide a successful outcome
for children of all levels and artistic abilities.

National Standards:

This series supports the Language Arts curriculum.  Go to www.enslowclassroom.com or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level,
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.

Guided Reading Level: n/a

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.
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Teacher’s Guide

The history of cardboard began during the Industrial Revolution, with the initial production of the
material in England in 1817. In 1890, Robert Gair invented the first corrugated (pleated)
cardboard box.  This was done by accident, when a metal ruler, normally used to crease seed bags
that he was making, shifted and cut the paper bag.  He discovered that, by cutting and creasing, he
could make prefabricated bags.  This discovery later led to the use of cardboard for cereal boxes.
The Kellogg Company was the first firm to use them on a large scale.

Cardboard has proven to be a great material for children’s activities.   Kids use cardboard for
crafts and many other forms of entertainment.  The standard cardboard box was even added to the
National Toy Hall of Fame in 2005.  It has proven to be a great “plaything” for children of all
ages.



Activities:  The Five Curriculum Activities
Safety Warning:

Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to any of the items you
might use. Discuss the proper use of scissors and how to carry them and use them safely.  Make
sure an adult supervises all activities to ensure the students’ safety.

Reading/Language Arts activity:
Children can use the hand puppets they produce to write and act out their own play.  They can be
placed in small groups to perform a play that they wrote or a scene from a story that was read in
class.  Discuss as a class the parts of a play, including characters, setting, and scenes.

Math:
Children can make the watch and use it to practice a unit on time.  Have children point out minute
and hour hands.   Have them demonstrate positions for half-past the hour and a quarter-to-the   
hour. Children can work in small groups to practice showing time.

Science:
Have the children make  a journal and keep their observations for a subject-related science
experiment.  You could plant seeds and keep a daily log of the changes that occur, or teach a
lesson on floating and keep track of the items that float and those that sink.  This journal can be
used  throughout the year to record observations and data that are found  during experiments.

Social Studies:
The journal can also be used with a lesson on Exploration.  Assign an explorer to each student.
Have them keep a journal detailing what  he or she thinks that an explorer saw, did, and felt on
his journey.  Students can also pretend they are explorers themselves. Where would they like to
explore?  What do they think they would find?  What would they need on their journey?

Music:
Children can make the drums, decorate them in different ways,  and practice using them.  They
can also use different materials as drumsticks to experiment with sound, or place different
materials inside the drums to see if it affects the sound.



Reproducible Handouts

Handout for Math on Time

Label the clocks then draw the hour and minute hands to show the time.

1. Draw 1:00 on the clock.

2. Draw 8:30 on the clock.
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