
Teacher’s Guide

Easy Bead Crafts in 5 Steps

Introduction

This teacher’s guide helps teach young children how to create bead crafts by using five simple
steps.  Children will use their imaginations and artistic abilities to create numerous crafts that can
be used throughout the curriculums.  The steps are clear and simple and can enable the child to
demonstrate and express their ideas in their own unique ways.  By using a star system each
activity is categorized by difficulty level.  This way you can provide a successful outcome for
children of all levels and artistic abilities.

National Standards:

This series supports the Language Arts curriculum. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level,
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math; Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.

Guided Reading Level: n/a

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, as
well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:
Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Easy Bead Crafts in 5 Steps  978-0-7660-3082-4 978-0-7660-3757-1
Easy Cardboard Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3083-1 978-0-7660-3758-8
Easy Clay Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3085-5 978-0-7660-3759-5
Easy Cloth Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3084-8 978-0-7660-3760-1
Easy Earth-Friendly Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3086-2 978-0-7660-3761-8
Easy Paper Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3087-9 978-0-7660-3762-5

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com

Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com



Section 2

The following brief history of beads describes their use through history and their symbolic
meanings.   Children can begin to understand the role beads have played in our culture and the
meanings of some of the beads they have chosen to use in their craft.

Beads have been  in use for over 40,000 years.  They have had many applications over the years,
ranging from currency, religious and social ceremonial usage, and social/marital status indicators.
Many religions use beads during prayer.  In Africa, differing tribes displayed beads to  define
marital status, age and beauty.

A variety of materials  can be used to create beads.  Beads have been made from pebbles, shells,
teeth, claws, clay, glass, and  many other things.  Since the process of glass making was
discovered, glass, has become one of the most important materials for the bead-maker, user, or
wearer.  In glass making, the substance is brought to a molten state, from which canes of glass are
blended, melted and formed into many different colors, shapes and designs.

Below is a list of some of the meanings and symbolism of beads:

Spiral- a symbol of being or knowing
Circle- a symbol of completeness
White- purity, innocence, truth
Black- loss, absence
Red- life, strength, vitality
Yellow- intellect, mind
Green- harmony, sympathy
Blue- inspiration, devotion

Suggested websites and readings:

http://www.crystalflair.com.au/html/bead_history.html
http://www.mckenzieglassworks.com/history_of_beads.html
Janet Coles, Beads: An Exploration of Bead Traditions Around the World.
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 1997) ISBN:0-684-83462-6



Activities:  The Five Curriculum Activities

Safety Warning:

Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to any of the items you
might use. Discuss the proper use of scissors and how to carry them and use them safely.  Make
sure an adult supervises all activities to ensure the students’ safety.

Reading/Language Arts activity:
Follow up a reading unit by having the students create a bookmark that illustrates their favorite
character. You could also follow up a story by having the students use the bead crafts (e.g., Wire
House) to illustrate a favorite scene from the story.

Math activity:
Ask students to demonstrate patterns by making bracelets, necklaces, rings or even the napkin
ring.  Have them use different size, shape and color beads.  They then can make their own
patterns on the worksheet provided.  They can exchange work with one another and complete the
patterns.

Science activity:
After teaching a lesson on parts of a flower, have students make their own flower and label the
basic parts.  The basic parts of the flower are as follows: flower, stem, leaf, roots.  Material from
the Enslow Publishers book Flowers Bloom (Paperback ISBN: 978-0-7660-3617-8) can also be
incorporated into the lesson.

Social Studies activity:
Use the beaded belt craft with a unit on Native Americans.  You can discuss how Native
Americans dressed and made their own clothing using the materials they found in nature.  This
would also be a good way to  connect the jewelry crafts, especially the use of clay beads, to your
lesson.  For further information and ideas,  explore this website:
http://www.instructorweb.com/lesson/nativeamerican.asp

Art Activity:
Use beads to make a water cycle bracelet.  You can  integrate this activity with your science
lesson on the water cycle.  Below are the beads and the order in which to put them.

Sun- yellow
Earth-brown
Groundwater- dark blue
Evaporation- clear
Condensation- white
Rain- light blue



Reproducible Handout

                                                        Handout

Design your own pattern using 6 different shapes or symbols.  Incorporate different sizes, shapes,
and colors.  Then have a classmate continue the pattern.
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