
Teacher’s Guide

The Emancipation Proclamation
Introduction

This guide will help educators teach children about the decisions people made to support the abolition of
slavery or accept the existence of slavery in order to avoid war and preserve the Union.  Beginning in
1837 when newspaper editor and abolitionist Elijah Lovejoy was murdered by an angry mob, through the
passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution making slavery illegal in the United States,
students are presented with information related to the perspectives of either side of the debate and asked
what they would do.  Each dilemma is followed by an explanation of the actual course of events and their
impact on the next steps in the development of our country.

National Standards
Go to www.enslowclassroom.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state,
grade level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social Studies;
and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.

Guided Reading Level: O
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How to Use This Book

The material in this book is presented in a format that allows students the opportunity to think critically
about specific events in American history, weigh the advantages and potential consequences of a course
of action, then asks students to decide for themselves which way they would proceed. Students should be
encouraged to make a personal decision before turning the page to find out the historical outcome of the
dilemma.  After learning the actual course of events, students should be encouraged to speculate on the
ramifications of the other choices presented.  In this way students will feel more directly connected with
the events that became turning points in American history.

The passing of long periods of time is an abstract concept for students so the creation and maintenance of
a physical timeline while using this text would help students gain a better understanding of the amount of
time between significant events presented.  Register tape or yarn marked at even intervals representing
years beginning with 1760 through the present would be displayed in the classroom for reference
throughout this American History unit.

Here are some basic facts that you can share about the events noted in this book and in the “What
Would You Do?” series:

The Revolutionary War – The origins of the Revolutionary War include disagreements between the
British Crown and the American colonists over taxation and other issues. These increasingly bitter
disputes led to armed revolt. The conflict initially began in Massachusetts, but eventually involved all
thirteen original colonies. When the Revolutionary War began, Britain commanded a well-trained army
and the world’s most powerful navy. The American rebels’ forces included a ragtag army and virtually no
navy. Yet, the American forces prevailed, with timely assistance from France. Important battles include
George Washington’s crossing of the Delaware River, the British defeat at Saratoga and Lord Cornwallis’
surrender at Yorktown. Among the key political events of the war, the most memorable was the signing
of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.

Westward Expansion – The series focuses on two important episodes in the history of America’s
westward expansion: the Louisiana Purchase and the California Gold Rush. In the early 19th Century,
American political leaders such as Thomas Jefferson were keenly interested in expanding into North
American territories held by France and Spain. Jefferson especially wanted access to the port of New
Orleans and control of the Mississippi River. The purchase of the land, known as the Louisiana Purchase,
massively expanded the territory of the young United States, while removing French and Spanish power
from North America’s continental land mass.

The California Gold Rush started in 1848, with the discovery of the precious metal in northern California.
Soon after the discovery, thousands of people moved west. By sea, gold seekers faced fierce storms; by
land, they endured climatic extremes, disease, and Native American attacks. The Gold Rush also saw an
influx of Chinese immigrants to California. While the Gold Rush ended around 1852, it profoundly
shaped the nation’s awareness of the region’s natural resources.

The Civil War – Westward expansion and its impact on slavery was a cause of the Civil War. The
conflict began in 1861, shortly after the election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency. Eleven southern
states seceded from the Union and formed the Confederate States of America. The Northern states
military attempts to enforce unification met with sustained Confederate resistance from the war’s origin –
the firing upon Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina – to the Confederate surrender in 1865. Among
the Civil War’s essential events was Lincoln’s issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed
slaves in those states in conflict with the Union. The war’s most important conflicts included the Battle of
Gettysburg in July 1863, in which a Confederate invasion of the North was defeated. Abraham Lincoln
would later visit Gettysburg and deliver his famous “Gettysburg Address” to commemorate the battle site.



The Five Curriculum Activities for The Emancipation Proclamation

SAFETY WARNING:
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you might use. Never
use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything too hot or cold that might injure any
student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the safety of your students.

Reading/Language Arts activity: Students will create a class crossword puzzle.  Each student will be
assigned one word to print in large letters on a strip of paper marked in equal sized blocks, one for each
letter.  The paper will be marked on both sides so the word may be written both horizontally and
vertically.  The student will also be responsible for writing the word clue (definition) for posting.  As a
class the words will be reviewed an posted on a bulletin board in an overlapping manner to create a large
crossword puzzle.  The words and clues will remain posted on the wall for the duration of this unit of
study for further reference.

Math activity: Calculating percentages.  Students will count the number of states and territories that are
Union, Confederate or border states.  Using a calculator, students will then find the total number of states
and territories, and divide each sub group by the number of states/territories as a whole.  This number,
when multiplied by 100 is equal to the percentage of states/territories that fall into each of the categories.

Science activity: Machine design.  Slaves were necessary on plantations because they cared for the crops
by planting seeds, pulling weeds, watering or digging irrigation ditches.  At the end of the season slaves
picked the crop for sale at the market.  In pairs or small groups students will chose one task performed by
a slave on a plantation and create a machine that will do the work of the emancipated slave.  This machine
can be imaginary but students must draw a picture or write a description of what the machine will do and
how it will accomplish the task.

Social Studies activity: Using a black line map of the states of the United States, students will color
Union states in blue, Confederate states in gray and border states in a third color.  The location of key
events in the text will be marked with a dot to provide students with a geographical context for the events
described.

Arts activity: Block printing.  During the mid nineteenth century newspapers were printed on hand
cranked presses where each letter had to be placed in the plate individually.  In this activity students will
create a newspaper front page using hand stamps.  Students will be provided with letter stamps of varying
sizes, graphic stamps, ink pads and paper.  In small groups, students will use the materials to create a
personalized newspaper front page with a headline related to an event in the fight to preserve the Union.



The Emancipation Proclamation   Student handout

Place a check mark next to all of the people described who are MOST LIKELY to be ABOLITIONISTS
(people who are against slavery).  If it is possible the people could be both for and against abolition, write
a sentence explaining why below the printed sentence.

1. Elijah Lovejoy was a newspaper publisher killed by an angry mob.

2. The mob that killed Elijah Lovejoy.

3. Northerners that lived in cities and worked in factories or mills.

4. Southern growers of cotton, tobacco and sugar.

5. People who thought farm workers should be paid for their work.

6. People who bought and sold slaves for a living.

7. Author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin; Harriet Beecher Stowe.

8. People who were afraid the freed slaves would take the factory jobs away from Northerners.

9. Newspaper publisher and escaped slave Fredrick Douglas.

10. Abraham Lincoln, candidate for President.

11. Residents of the Confederate States.

12. The army that attacked Fort Sumter, SC.

13. The soldiers of the Union army.

14. General Robert E Lee, leader of Confederate forces.

15. Supporters of the Emancipation Proclamation.

16. Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States.

17. General Ulysses S. Grant

18. Supporters of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution.
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