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Hot Celebrity Biographies 
 
Introduction 
This Teacher’s Guide helps students become familiar with the characteristics of biography as 
they examine expository text structures and features. In this series, students will read engaging, 
high-interest material about contemporary celebrities. These biographies follow the lives of 
these actors and singers by describing how they rose to fame but still held onto their values and 
personal beliefs. 
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts, Health and Physical Education curriculum. Go to 
www.enslowclassroom.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, 
grade level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your 
state’s specific curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 
Studies, and the Arts can be found in this Teacher’s Guide. Students will learn about the 
characteristics of biography and examine the text features found in this genre. Activities in Math, 
Science, Social Studies and the Arts will provide students the opportunity to apply information 
from the book to the concepts and skills found in these content areas. 
 
Guided Reading Level: R 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale, © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com to search for other titles and series, as well as for 
information about teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
 
Titles in this series  Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN: 
America Ferrera  978-0-7660-3210-1  978-0-7660-3625-3 
Daniel Radcliffe  978-0-7660-3209-5  978-0-7660-3624-6 
Hilary Duff   978-0-7660-3211-8  978-0-7660-3226-0 
Johnny Depp  978-0-7660-3567-6  978-0-7660-3631-4 
Justin Bieber  978-0-7660-3873-8  978-1-59845-287-7 
Kanye West   978-0-7660-3214-9  978-0-7660-3629-1 
Michael Phelps  978-0-7660-3591-1  978-0-7660-3630-7 
Miley Cyrus   978-0-7660-3213-2  978-0-7660-3213-2 
Rihanna   978-0-7660-3871-4  978-1-59845-285-3 
Robert Pattinson  978-0-7660-3872-1  978-1-59845-284-6 
Selena Gomez  978-0-7660-3875-2  978-1-59845-289-1 
Shaun White  978-0-7660-3212-5  978-0-7660-3627-7 
Taylor Lautner  978-0-7660-3874-5  978-1-59845-288-4 
Taylor Swift   978-0-7660-3870-7  978-1-59845-286-0 
Justin Timberlake  978-0-7660-3566-9  978-0-7660-3632-1 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 
Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslow.com and www.enslowclassroom.com 
 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.baileybooksclassroom.com/
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Teacher’s Guide for 
Taylor Lautner: Film Superstar 
 
Taylor Lautner rose to international fame with his role in the Twilight series. Prior to this series, 
he worked hard auditioning for roles and steadily building his acting credits. His discipline from 
years of practicing karate helped him to remain focused as a young actor. Strong support from 
his family was another factor in his success and a reminder to be grateful and share what he 
has with others. 
 
Share the information below with your students in preparation for reading 
Taylor Lautner: Film Superstar 
 
Biographies 
 
Biographies are nonfiction stories written about someone else’s life. They are often written 
about someone famous who has made an important contribution to society. Authors must 
research the person they are writing about by conducting interviews and reading other sources. 
Authors collect this information so they can include the important facts that describe what this 
person is like. Characteristics of this genre may include: 
 

• Place of birth and death 
• Information about family and upbringing 
• Influences 
• Significant events, such as problems or obstacles they overcame 
• Goals and accomplishments  

 
Additional ideas for teaching about biographies can be found at this Web site: 
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/ 
 
Expository Text Structures and Features 
 
Expository text is nonfiction material that serves to inform, explain, describe or persuade by 
using facts and details. Familiarizing students with the characteristics of expository text can help 
deepen comprehension and critical thinking skills. Expository text can have many different 
structures, such as chronological order, compare and contrast, and cause and effect. Many 
biographies, including the ones in this series, are arranged in chronological, or sequential, 
order. There are a variety of text features used in expository text: 
 

• Captions: Written material that accompanies and further explains or describes a graphic aid 
• Glossary: a section at the end of the book that defines terms found within the material 
• Graphic aids: Visual items that usually supplement written material, such as photos, 

charts, and timelines 
• Headings and subheadings: Words or phrases that introduce and tell you what a 

section will be about 
• Index: an alphabetical listing of where topics and terms are located in the book. 
• Sidebar: Supplemental information placed next to a longer piece of writing. 
• Table of Contents: an outline found at the beginning of a book that shows the parts of 

the book in the order they appear 
 
Additional information about expository text structures and features can be found at this Web site: 
http://www.wawm.k12.wi.us/District%20Information/Pupil%20Services/support/ContentAreaLitExpositoryText.htm  

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://school.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/
http://www.wawm.k12.wi.us/District%20Information/Pupil%20Services/support/ContentAreaLitExpositoryText.htm
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The Five Curriculum Activities 
 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you might 
use. Never use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything too hot or cold 
which might injure any student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the safety 
of your students and provide an appropriate setting, such as a gym or outdoor space, for 
physical activities. 
 
Reading/Language Arts activity:   
Discuss how subheadings are used in books to help readers identify main ideas, organize the 
content, and guide the reader. Reread chapter 5 and discuss how the subheadings reflect 
important ideas or messages in the text. Elicit from students what they think the main ideas are 
for each section and how the subheadings help to organize the information. Ask students to use 
the main ideas to help them create their own subheadings for each section of this chapter. 
 
Math activity:  
Because Taylor Lautner lost his own home to a fire, he knows the importance of giving to those 
in need. He helped raise $1,981 for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital in 2008 and 
$100,000 for the Lollipop Theater Network in 2009, and donated $40,000 to the Lollipop Theater 
Network in 2010. Have students represent this data on two different types of graphs. Then ask 
students to share their graphs and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each type. 
Students may use the following Web site to review and create different graphs: 
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/ 
 
Science activity:  
One of Taylor Lautner’s early films was The Adventures of Sharkboy and Lavagirl in 3-D. Films 
that are made in 3-D use technology to make it seem as if the images are popping out of the 
movie screen. Discuss how the brain takes the slightly different images we see with each eye 
and turns it into one image. 3-D glasses use color to filter different images to each eye. By 
having two images, a sense of depth is created for images on the screen, just as our own eyes 
create this for the real world we see. Have students make 3-D glasses following the directions 
on this Web site: http://stereo.gsfc.nasa.gov/classroom/glasses.shtml 
 
And then view 3-D images: http://stereo.gsfc.nasa.gov/gallery/3dimages.shtml 
 
Social Studies activity:  
Taylor Lautner is part Native American (Potawatomi and Ottawa tribes) and he also plays a 
character in the Twilight series that is a member of the Quileute tribe. Divide students into three 
groups and have each group research one of these tribes and present information about the 
history and culture of each tribe. Teachers may choose to have students use a 3-circle Venn 
diagram to compare and contrast these tribes as presentations are given. Further information 
about these tribes can be found at this Web site: http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm 
 
Arts activity:  
Biographies contain key events from a person’s life. Ask students to create a collage as a visual 
representation of the important events in Taylor Lautner’s life. Explain to students that a collage 
is a collection of images made from various materials that come together to create a piece of 
artwork. Have students skim the text and brainstorm ideas for their collage to begin. Ask 
students to present their work and discuss what images they included. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/
http://stereo.gsfc.nasa.gov/classroom/glasses.shtml
http://stereo.gsfc.nasa.gov/gallery/3dimages.shtml
http://www.native-languages.org/kids.htm
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Handout 
 

• Read Chapter 3 “Taylor’s Transformation” on pages 23-28.  
• Write down the main idea for each subheading. 
• Create new subheadings that reflect the main idea of that section. 

 
 
Subheading: “Good News!” 
 
Main idea of section: 
 
 
 
Your subheading: 
 
 
 
Subheading: “A Break from Twilight” 
 
Main idea of section:  
 
 
 
Your subheading: 
 
 
 
Subheading: “On to Eclipse” 
 
Main idea of section: 
 
 
 
Your subheading: 
 
 
 
Subheading: “Moving on to Breaking Dawn” 
 
Main idea of section: 
 
 
 
 
Your subheading: 
 
 
 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Assessment 
 
 
1. How did Taylor Lautner prepare for his role in Twilight? 
 

A. He researched and met with native Americans. 
B. He hired an acting coach to help him with his lines. 
C. He read the first book in the Twilight series. 
D. He met with the author, Stephanie Meyer. 

 
 
2. Which of the following martial arts does Taylor Lautner practice? 
 

A. Kung fu 
B. Aikido 
C. XMA 
D. Judo 

 
 
3. Taylor Lautner is very involved with the Lollipop Theater Network. What is the mission of this 
charity? 
 

A. to research diseases that affect children 
B. to entertain children who are in the hospital 
C. to donate books to needy children 
D. to provide food for homeless children 

 
 
4. What was Taylor Lautner’s first film role? 
 

A. Kismet in Shadow Fury 
B. Sharkboy in The Adventures of Sharkboy and Lavagirl in 3-D 
C. Eliot in Cheaper by the Dozen 2 
D. Jacob in Twilight 

 
 
5. Read the following sentences from the book. 
 
He gets this close to the girl, and he’s been fighting for her for a long time. He’s extremely 
persistent and he gets this close and then slammed down to the ground again and told, ‘No.’ 
 
What is the meaning of persistent as it is used in this sentence? 
 

A. positive 
B. physical 
C. irate 
D. persevering 
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6. Read the sentence below from the book. 
 
Upon filming both movies, Taylor met with reporters and learned the ins and outs of promoting 
his new films.    
 
The word promote comes from Latin, meaning to move forward. You can conclude that, as the 
word is used here, promote means to 
 

A. explain 
B. upgrade 
C. publicize 
D. belittle 

 
 
7. Read the sentence below from the book. 
 
The young actor worked out vigorously with a gym trainer and doubled the amount of food he 
normally ate. 
 
Which word is an antonym of vigorously as it is used in this context? 
 

A. randomly 
B. strenuously 
C. regularly 
D. feebly 

 
 
8. Which line from the book demonstrates that Taylor Lautner and his Twilight costars get along 
well? 
 

A. “Fans were not happy about the idea of another actor playing Jacob.” 
B. “Between the fans and the press, the Twilight stars are under a lot of pressure.” 
C. “In Taylor’s case his costars are his coworkers.” 
D.        “The actors have great chemistry off the set.” 

 
 
9. Read the description of Twilight on page 16. Which of the following best summarizes the plot 
of the movie? 
 

A. Victoria pursues Bella and convinces her to become a vampire. 
B. Jacob becomes a vampire and helps to protect Bella from danger. 
C. The Cullen family shields Bella from the dangers of other vampires. 
D. Jacob, the werewolf, and Edward, the vampire, fight for Bella’s love. 

 
 

10. Read the section “From Michigan to California” on pages 8-10. Which of the following would 
also be a good subheading for this section? 
 

A. “First Film Role” 
B. “A Month Away” 
C. “California Calls” 
D. “Finishing School” 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Answer Key 
 

1. A. Taylor read about and interviewed teenagers from the Quileute tribe. 
2. C. Taylor practices Extreme Martial Arts, which is a combination of gymnastics and 

karate. 
3. B. The Lollipop Theater Network plays movies in hospitals for children who are patients 

and their families. 
4. A. Taylor played Kismet in 2001. 
5. D. Persistent means to persevere, particularly in the face of hardship. 
6. C. Promote means to tout or publicize something.  
7. D. Vigorously, in this context, means energetically or strenuously; the opposite of this is 

feebly. 
8. D. This sentence from page 19 shows that the actors get along both as coworkers and 

friends.  
9. C. The plot of the Twilight movie is about how Edward and his family try to protect Bella 

from dangerous vampires. 
10. C. This section is about Taylor’s move from Michigan to California. The family decided to 

move because it was too difficult to keep flying out every time he got a call for an 
audition. 
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