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I Like Sports Stars! 
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide is designed to help you teach children about Kobe Bryant, a basketball star 
on the Los Angeles Lakers. Children will be introduced to sports vocabulary for the game of the 
basketball. They will also gain experience in reading and understanding the genre of biography.  
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Physical Education. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 
and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade 
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s 
specific curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Included in this guide are activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts. The activities, and a reproducible handout, 
encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to the book’s subject. 
Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last page of this guide 
provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, vocabulary, and inference 
using facts from the book and what children know from life. 
 
Guided Reading Level: I 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
 
Titles in this Series Library Edition ISBN   Paperback Edition ISBN 
Read About Alex Rodriguez 978-0-7660-3828-8  978-1-59845-302-7 
Read About Carmelo Anthony 978-0-7660-3833-2  978-1-59845-297-6   
Read About Derek Jeter 978-0-7660-3829-5  978-1-59845-301-0 
Read About Drew Brees 978-0-7660-3831-8  978-1-59845-299-0 
Read About Eli Manning 978-0-7660-3832-5  978-1-59845-298-3 
Read About Kobe Bryant 978-0-7660-3830-1  978-1-59845-300-3 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 
 Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 40 Industrial Road, Box 398  Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
 Phone: 1-800-398-2504  E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
 Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com  
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Teacher’s Guide for 
Read About Kobe Bryant 
This biography is about Kobe Bryant’s life as a basketball player. Bryant is a shooting guard on 
the Los Angeles Lakers basketball team. Bryant went to the pros from high school, becoming a 
Laker in 1996. Early on, Shaquille O’Neal also played on the Lakers, and the team won three 
NBA titles. In 2009 and 2010, the Lakers also won titles. Bryant’s Olympics team won the gold 
medal in 2008.    
 
Introduction  Display the book, Read About Kobe Bryant. Read the title and author’s name. 
Ask children what sport this book is about. (basketball) Explain that Kobe Bryant is a shooting 
guard for the Los Angeles Lakers. Looking at the cover photo, ask children what Kobe is doing. 
(Kobe is in the process of dunking the ball to make a basket. His hand is above the rim of the 
basket, and he will push the ball down through the hoop.) Point out that Kobe was in the air as 
this photo was taken. His arm is out for balance. His feet are off the ground. Invite children to 
share experiences they have had playing basketball or watching it. Ask what some of the fun 
things are about playing or watching the game. What is difficult about the game?    
 
Tell children that this book is about a real person. The book has photos and facts about a 
person’s life. This type of book is called a biography.  
 
Page 3  Point out the Contents page. Explain that this page shows where in the book different 
information can be found. Ask children on which page they would find Further Reading and 
Internet Addresses. (p.24) Have them turn to that page to check their answer. Also point out the 
Words To Know section. Review with children the basketball vocabulary they will encounter 
during reading. 
 
Pages 4−9  After reading these pages, ask how readers know from the text that Kobe is an 
outstanding player. (On page 5, the author writes, “[Kobe] is the star player for the Los Angeles 
Lakers.” On page 9, readers learn that Kobe went straight to the pros from high school, so Kobe 
must have been very good.) Kobe’s father Joe was also a basketball player. Ask what Joe 
Bryant’s nickname was. (Kobe’s father was nicknamed “Jelly Bean.”) 
 
Pages 10−13  After reading, ask children in what year Kobe became a Laker. (1996) Point out 
that the next several photos show Kobe in action, playing offense as he tries to score and 
defense when he tries to keep the other team from scoring. Have children look through this 
group of pages, describing what they see or what they think Kobe is trying to do. Possible 
answers follow:   
Page 10  Kobe is trying to keep the basketball from another player.   
Page 11  Kobe is in the air, probably looking up at the basket. He is probably figuring out if he 
can make a basket.  
Page 12  Kobe is dribbling the basketball, keeping the ball low and also out of the reach of the 
other player.  
Page 13  Kobe is shooting the ball over the hands of the player in front of him.   
 
Pages 14−15  After reading page 14, have children suggest what they think “rebound” means. If 
necessary, explain that when a player makes a shot at the basket and the ball does not go in, 
the ball often “rebounds”—it bounces off the rim or backboard of the basket. Players from both 
teams then try to get control of the ball. There’s often a struggle for the ball. Kobe is shown 
reaching for the rebound. He is blocking the other player from getting the ball. How children 
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offer opinions on whether Kobe is playing offense or defense on page 15. Is Kobe trying to 
score, or is Kobe trying to block the shot of the other team?   
  
Pages 16−17  Invite children to name the big basketball player pictured on page 16. (Shaquille 
O’Neal, a famous basketball player) Read the text together. Ask whether having Kobe and 
Shaquille O’Neal on the same team was good for the team. (Yes, it was.) How do children know 
this is so? (With these two strong players on the same team, the team won three NBA titles.)   
 
Pages 18−19  After reading the text, have volunteers describe what is happening in the photos 
on page 18 and page 19. (Kobe is in the air, about to make a basket–p. 18; Kobe is shooting for 
the basket while a defensive player is trying to interfere with— block— his shot–p. 19.) Ask 
whether Kobe was successful in scoring a lot of points, even after Shaq left the team, and how 
children know this. (Yes, Kobe was successful. The writer notes that Kobe needed to score 
more points–“so he did!”) 
  
Pages 20−23  Ask why the author says, “Kobe is a winner.” (Kobe had helped his team win 
three titles early in his career and helped the team add two more titles, for 2009 and 2010; Kobe 
was also on the gold-medal winning Olympic basketball team for the United States.) Ask what 
Kobe’s hope is for the future. (Kobe wants to win more trophies.) 
 
Pages 24−25  Point out the Index. Explain that this section of the book tells the page on which 
they can find specific information. For example, if they want to find out about how well Kobe 
played in high school, they could look under “Bryant, Kobe—high school.” What page would 
they turn to? (page 9) Have children check page 9 for information on Kobe’s basketball playing 
during high school. Page 9 also has a photo of young Kobe making a basket.     
 
After Reading  Invite children to turn to a partner and share the most interesting facts they 
discovered in Read About Kobe Bryant. Have partners decide on a question they might like to 
ask Kobe Bryant about his life as a basketball player. Have partners share their questions with 
the class.  
 
Use the Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Arts activities on the next 
page. Make copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow it. Read the directions 
and text aloud. Then have the children do the page with you, or you may wish to have them 
work independently. When reviewing answers, have children explain why each “False” 
statement is incorrect and correct it.  
 
Answers:  
Handout: Poem: Kobe is a basketball player; His team is called the Lakers; Kobe loves to 
dribble and shoot; He loves to stuff the hoop; He loves to grab a rebound; He jumps up high off 
the ground; Kobe doesn’t want to sit idle; He helps his team win a new title. 
Assessment: 1. F–Kobe played basketball in high school. He was so good that he went straight 
into the pros; 2. T; 3. T; 4. T; 5. F– Kobe played hard to keep scoring points for the team; 6. F–
The Lakers won titles in 2009 and 2010; 7. T; 8. T; 9. F–Kobe was on the winning U.S. Olympic 
basketball team in 2008; 10. F–Kobe wants to win more trophies. 
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Curriculum Activities 
 
Safety Warning: 
Before doing any activity, be sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts Activity: 
Have children in small groups take time to talk together as they page through Read About Kobe 
Bryant, naming some of the actions they see Kobe taking. Have children each fold an 8-1/2 X 
11” paper in half by folding the top of the paper down to meet the bottom. Then have them 
unfold the paper. In each half of their papers, have children draw a basketball action, such as 
one found in Read About Kobe Bryant. After children draw their figures, have them write one or 
two words beneath each picture identifying the action the player is taking. For example, a child 
might draw a basketball player dribbling and write “dribbling” beneath the picture. Invite children 
to share with the class their drawings and the basketball actions they chose to draw.    
 
Math Activity: 
Guide partners measure each other’s height, assisting as needed. Then have children use their 
subtraction skills with the following problems.   

1. A basketball hoop is 10 feet tall from the floor to the rim. Shaquille O’Neal is about 7 feet 
tall. How much does he have to jump to reach the basket? (3 feet)  

2. Kobe Bryant is 6’6” tall. How much does Kobe have to jump to reach the basket? (3’6”)  
3. Who has to jump the most to reach the basket—Kobe or Shaquille? (Kobe)  
4. How tall are you? How high would you have to jump to reach the basket?  

 
Social Studies Activity: 
Have children think about what they like most about the game of basketball. What kind of toy 
would they like to design for someone who loves basketball? Would it be an outdoor game in 
which a player runs, jumps, and throws a ball? Is it a toy that a player would hold in his hand? Is 
it a board game? Have children plan with a partner and make a drawing of the toy or game they 
have imagined. Have them write a few sentences on how the game is played. Then have 
children share their ideas, writing, and drawings with the class. 
 
Arts Activity:  
Have children bring in shoeboxes and create a basketball court in a box. Make available a 
drawing of the floor of a basketball court. Children can draw the division line in the middle of the 
court and perhaps a simple key or free throw line at each end of the court. Have children attach 
simple cardboard basketball hoops at each end of the box. With plastic or paper figures of a few 
basketball players and a small ball, have children play a pretend game of basketball, 
announcing the action as they play. Children may also like to draw people in the stands on the 
sides of the box surrounding the court.  
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Handout 
 
What have you learned about Kobe Bryant? Complete the poem below. Add your own two lines 
beneath the poem.   
 

Word Bank 
title 
Lakers 
hoop 
rebound 
 
Poem 
 
Kobe is a basketball player. 
 
His team is called the ______.   
 
Kobe loves to dribble and shoot, 
 
He loves to stuff the ______. 
 
He loves to grab a ______. 
 
He jumps up high off the ground.  
 
Kobe doesn’t want to sit idle. 
 
He helps his team win a new ______.  
 
______________________________. 
 
 
______________________________. 
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Assessment 
Read the sentence or sentences below. On the line write T for true or F for false. 
 
_______ 1. Kobe Bryant skipped high school and joined the pros.  
 
 
_______ 2. Kobe played with basketball star Shaquille O’Neal on the Lakers team.    
 
 
_______ 3. Kobe’s team won three NBA titles early in his career. 
 
 
_______ 4. Kobe was a shooting guard, probably because he was good at dribbling and 
shooting the ball.   
 
 
_______ 5. After Shaq left the Lakers, Kobe wasn’t interested in the game.   
 
 
_______ 6. Kobe’s team tried but could not win any more NBA titles.   
 
 
_______ 7. A rebound is getting control of a ball that missed the basket.     
 
 
_______ 8. To play defense, you try to keep the other team from scoring.  
 
 
_______ 9. Kobe just missed playing on the U.S. Olympic basketball team in 2008.  
 
 
_______ 10. Kobe has many trophies and looks forward to retiring.    
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