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Teacher’s Guide
All About Holidays series

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps educate young children about the holidays. Each book is an
easily read story that introduces the holidays Christmas, The Fourth of July, Halloween,
St. Patrick’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Valentine’s Day. Many holidays celebrate the
anniversaries of great events. The Fourth of July and Thanksgiving Day are American
holidays. Other holidays, including Christmas, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day, and
Valentine’s Day have come to us from the traditions of other countries.

Guided Reading Level: B

This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale, © Enslow Publishers, Inc.

Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and
series, as well as to download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Christmas 978-0-7660-3805-9 978-1-59845-174-0
The 4th of July 978-0-7660-3806-6 978-1-59845-175-7
Halloween 978-0-7660-3807-3 978-1-59845-176-4
St. Patrick’s Day 978-0-7660-3808-0 978-1-59845-177-1
Thanksgiving Day 978-0-7660-3809-7 978-1-59845-178-8
Valentine’s Day 978-0-7660-3810-3 978-1-59845-179-5

The curriculum standards supported by this series can be found by logging onto our Web
sites, www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com and searching under
“curriculum standards.”

Titles in this series can be purchased directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com
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Thanksgiving Day

Thanksgiving Day
In Thanksgiving Day, children will read the story of five little turkeys and how they
spend Thanksgiving Day. Ask children to share how they may spend Thanksgiving Day.

Thanksgiving or Thanksgiving Day, is a holiday in the United States observed on the
fourth Thursday in November to celebrate the anniversary of the Pilgrims’ harvest feast
that was held in 1621. It  has been an annual tradition in the United States since 1863.
Thanksgiving was historically a religious observation to give thanks to God.

It is thought that the first Thanksgiving was celebrated to give thanks to God for helping
the Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony survive the brutal winter. This feast lasted three days
providing enough food for the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag people. The feast consisted
of fowl, venison, fish, lobster, clams, berries, fruit, pumpkin, and squash.
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Activities for the Five Curriculum Area

SAFETY WARNING:
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you might
use. Never use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything so hot or cold
that it might hurt a student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the safety of
your students.

Reading/Language Arts activity: Sight words
Beginning readers will find easy words and repetitive phrases throughout the book. Almost all
the words used in this book can be found in the Dolch word list, which is appropriate for
beginning readers through the third grade. To learn more, visit www.dolch-words.com.
Additional words that may be specific to this book can be found in the Words to Know section
on page 3.

Math activity: Turkey match
Find thanksgiving stickers. Make sure that you have at least two identical sheets. Place two
identical stickers on one index card. One on the left side and one on the right. Then cut the card
in half in a zigzag line. Follow with all the stickers. Mix up the card halves and set out on a
table. Ask children to pick out one half, find its match and place the cards together.

Science activity: Shucking corn
Provide corn for the children to shuck. Point out the corn silk, kernels, and cob. If possible,
show the children pictures of corn growing in the field. Discuss how other vegetables grow.

Social Studies activity: Showing thanks
Saying please and thank you is one way to help everyone get along at school, not just at
Thanksgiving.

Manners
(Sung to the tune “Frere Jacques”)
Please and Thank You
Please and Thank You
Sounds so nice
Sounds so nice
Manners are important
Manners are important
Be Polite
Be Polite

Arts activity: Popcorn pop
Have the children watch popcorn pop. Challenge the children to pretend to be popcorn.
Upbeat music or a recording of popping corn may stimulate the children to jump more.

WARNING: Popcorn is a choking hazard and should never be given to children under the age of three.
Children over the age of three should be directly supervised while eating popcorn.
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