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Teacher’s Guide
All About Holidays series

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps educate young children about the holidays. Each book is an
easily read story that introduces the holidays Christmas, The Fourth of July, Halloween,
St. Patrick’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Valentine’s Day. Many holidays celebrate the
anniversaries of great events. The Fourth of July and Thanksgiving Day are American
holidays. Other holidays, including Christmas, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day, and
Valentine’s Day have come to us from the traditions of other countries.

Guided Reading Level: B

This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale, © Enslow Publishers, Inc.

Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and
series, as well as to download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Christmas 978-0-7660-3805-9 978-1-59845-174-0
The 4th of July 978-0-7660-3806-6 978-1-59845-175-7
Halloween 978-0-7660-3807-3 978-1-59845-176-4
St. Patrick’s Day 978-0-7660-3808-0 978-1-59845-177-1
Thanksgiving Day 978-0-7660-3809-7 978-1-59845-178-8
Valentine’s Day 978-0-7660-3810-3 978-1-59845-179-5

The curriculum standards supported by this series can be found by logging onto our Web
sites, www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com and searching under
“curriculum standards.”

Titles in this series can be purchased directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com



© Enslow Publishers, Inc.                                 www.enslowclassroom.com

All About Holidays Teacher’s Guide
for

The 4th of July

The 4th of July

In The 4th of July, children will find out about the different activities associated with this
holiday. Throughout the book, activities that children might experience, such as picnics,
parades, fireworks, and being with family and friends, are shown. Tying the book
altogether is the refrain, “Red, white, and blue/The colors of  our flag.” Children will find
activities that they may have been involved in or may tell you about different activities
that make the holiday special for them.

The 4th of July, also known as Independence Day, is a holiday in the United States that
falls on July 4. It celebrates the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence in 1776.

In the United States, Independence Day is a federal holiday so all non-essential federal
institutions, such as the post office, are closed on this day. Independence Day is most
often associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, fairs, picnics, concerts,
baseball games, political speeches and ceremonies, and various other public and private
events celebrating the history, government, and traditions of the United States.

The American Flag is one of the symbols of the United States. It  has thirteen equal
horizontal red stripes, alternating with white stripes. A blue rectangle in the upper left
quarter of the flag contains fifty white, five-pointed stars. They are arranged in nine
horizontal rows. Each row of six stars, alternates with rows of five stars.

The stars stand for the fifty states of the United States, while the thirteen stripes
commemorate the thirteen colonies that rebelled against the British. The white in the flag
is said to stand for purity and innocence; red stands for valor; blue is a symbol of
vigilance, perseverance, and justice.
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Activities for the Five Curriculum Areas

SAFETY WARNING:
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you
might use. Never use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything so
hot or cold that it might hurt a student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to
ensure the safety of your students.

Reading/Language Arts activity: Sight words
Beginning readers will find easy words and repetitive phrases throughout the book.
Almost all the words used in this book can be found in the Dolch word list, which is
appropriate for beginning readers through the third grade. To learn more, visit
www.dolch-words.com. Additional words that may be specific to this book can be found
in the Words to Know section on page 3.

Math activity: Rectangle tour
The American flag is a rectangle. A rectangle is a figure with four sides and four right
angles. Invite children on a “rectangle tour” of their classroom or school. Ask them to
find as many rectangles as they can. Make a picture list of the all the rectangles found.

Science activity: Let’s pretend
American flags usually can be seen waving in the wind. Play “Let’s Pretend.” Children
can pretend that they are flags waving proudly in the wind. Extend the game. Things
move in many ways: They move up and down, they roll and spin, and some even float.
Ask children to pretend they are one of these things: flag, leaf, car, spinning top.

Social Studies activity: Symbols and states
The American flag is one of the symbols for the United States. Using a map of the United
States, point out their state. Ask children to volunteer the names of states they may have
visited or that they know. Point out those states on the map. Explain that all those states
and the ones shown on the map, including Hawaii and Alaska, make up the United States.

Arts activity: Painted fireworks
To make your own painted fireworks, you will need:  paintbrush, construction paper or
card stock, drinking straw, acrylic paint, paintbrush, and water. Choose a paint and put a
dab in a paper cup. Dilute the paint with water to a runny consistency. Using a
paintbrush, drip a few drops of paint onto a piece of paper or card stock. Rinse the brush
between colors. Hold a drinking straw directly over each puddle of paint and blow gently
to create a starburst effect.
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Color


