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Sports Stars Who Care  
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide helps students learn about some high-interest sports figures and their 
charitable work. Each book in the series explores the life and career of a contemporary sports 
star. Readers discover that besides notable athletic feats, each athlete is involved in charitable 
efforts to help others, making the books a great addition to any character education program. 
Full-color photographs and engaging text, including quotes from the athletes themselves, 
capture readers’ attention as they follow famous athletes from childhood to celebrity, in and out 
of the sports arena. Did You Know fact boxes, statistics charts, a glossary, and other text 
features add information to expand learning.  
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Social Studies. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 
and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade 
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s 
specific curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social 
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide. Hands-on activities and a 
reproducible handout encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to 
the book’s subject. Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last 
page of this guide provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, 
vocabulary, and inference. 
 
Guided Reading Level: O 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
Titles in this series   Library Edition ISBN Paperback Edition ISBN 
Dale Earnhardt, Jr.: A Car Racer Who Cares  978-0-7660-3777-9 978-1-549845-228-0 
David Wright: A Baseball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3775-5 978-1-549845-229-7 
Kevin Garnett: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3772-4 978-1-549845-230-3 
LeBron James: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3776-2  978-1-549845-231-0 
Peyton Manning: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3774-8  978-1-549845-232-7 
Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3773-1 978-1-549845-233-4 
 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
LeBron James: A Basketball Star Who Cares 
LeBron "King" James is basketball's biggest breakout star since Michael Jordan. A true media 
superstar whose appeal transcends sports, his free-agent move from the Cleveland Cavaliers to 
the Miami Heat rocked the news world in 2010. In this book, readers follow LeBron’s career on 
the court and his involvement in the James Family Foundation, a charity that reaches out to help 
children and single-parent families.  
 
Introduction, pages 5–6 Read the title, LeBron James: A Basketball Star Who Cares, aloud 
and discuss the cover photograph. Let students browse through the book, noting chapter 
headings, photos and captions, and Did You Know fact boxes. Then ask each student to write a 
statement about what he or she hopes to learn from the book. Keep the statements to review 
after reading the book. Have students read the Introduction together.  
 
Chapter 1, pages 7–11 Remind students that this is a biography—details about events in a real 
person's life. Read the first sentence on page 7, stressing the date. Add that authors may not 
list dates or describe events in sequence, but that readers can infer the sequence in a life. 
Suggest that as students read, they place sticky notes where they find a date or description of 
an important event. Explain that later, the group will put the information in sequence.  
 
Chapter 2, pages 12–18 Let students partner-read and discuss the chapter. Have volunteers 
read the photo captions. Discuss how they help readers understand what is being shown. 
Challenge students to write creative, alternate captions. 
 
Chapter 3, pages 19–24 As students read, remind them to add sticky notes by dates and 
events. Ask: In what year did LeBron join the Cavaliers? (2003). When did he play in the 
Olympics? (2004) 
 
Chapter 4, pages 25–30 Let students partner-read and discuss LeBron’s outstanding plays in 
the 2005-2006 season. Have volunteers read the photo captions. Discuss what each shows.  
 
Chapter 5, pages 31–37. Have students read the chapter silently. Remind them to add a sticky 
note by a date or important event. Ask: How do you think the fans in Ohio felt when LeBron left? 
How would you feel if your favorite player left your favorite team?  
 
Chapter 6, pages 38–43 Read the chapter and discuss LeBron’s contributions. As a group, use 
all the sequence data students have gathered to create a timeline on the board. Point out the 
Career Statistics, Words to Know, Read More, and Index pages that follow the chapter. Discuss 
how such nonfiction text features help readers find information more easily. 
 
After Reading Review the statements students wrote before reading the book. Did they learn 
what they predicted? If not, have them use the Internet to research the information. Prompt 
personal responses to the book by asking: Which game would you most like to have seen in 
person? Why? What was one new thing you learned about LeBron James? Did that change 
your opinion of him? Why or why not? 
 
Use the activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts 
on the next page. Also make copies of the Handout on the last page, read the directions aloud, 
and let students work independently. Answers: Handout: 1. h, 2. g, 3. d, 4. a, 5. f, 6. c, 7. e, 8. b. 
Assessment: 1. C, 2. B, 3. A, 4. D, 5. B, 6. C, 7. B, 8. A, 9. B, 10. D.  
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Activities -- The  Five Curriculum Activities 

 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts activity: 
Ask students to imagine they are sports reporters for your local newspaper. Have them write a 
short article about LeBron James. Remind them to describe him, his ability on the court, and his 
outside interests. Add that if students wish to write the article as an interview, they can imagine 
what he might say if they could talk with him. Let writers share their articles with the class. 
 
Math activity: 
Remind students that a graph can display a lot of information in a small space. Discuss sports 
activities in which students like to participate. On the board, list some activities such as 
basketball, football, baseball, swimming, biking, skating, tennis, hockey, gymnastics, karate, and 
soccer. Have students vote for their favorite activity listed. Tally the votes, then have students 
use the data to make bar graphs or picture graph to display the results. 
 
Science activity: 
Remind students that athletes need strong muscles to jump and run. Review that muscles are 
like long strings that push or pull. Add that some muscles move bones at joints—where two 
bones meet. Have students open and close their fingers slowly to observe how muscles stretch 
and contract at the joints. Invite students to do a simple muscle-builder using two books of equal 
weight. Tell students to hold one book in each hand, arms out straight in front of them, then 
raise and lower the books 5 times. Encourage students to try holding two books in each hand 
and repeat the exercise. 
 
Social Studies activity: 
Give students a United States map. Remind them that LeBron was born in Akron, Ohio, and 
have them locate Ohio on the map. Then ask them to skim and scan the book to find the names 
of other U.S. places where LeBron played in NBA basketball games (Florida; Washington, DC; 
Michigan; New Jersey; Texas; Massachusetts) and mark each with a basketball. Write the 
directions N, S, E, W, NE, NW, SE, SW on the board, then ask questions such as: Which 
direction would LeBron go to get from Ohio to Michigan? From Michigan to Texas? From 
Massachusetts to Ohio? 
 
Arts activity: 
Refer back to the math activity above in which students listed sports activities, like basketball, 
football, baseball, swimming, biking, skating, tennis, hockey, gymnastics, karate, and soccer. 
Write the activity names on slips of paper and place them in a small paper sack. Let students 
take turns picking a slip of paper at random from the sack, then pantomiming the activity. The 
first classmate to guess the activity becomes the next to pantomime. Continue until every 
student has a turn.  
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Handout 

Crack the Code 
Use the Code key below to help you figure out each word or term. Then draw a line 
to match it with its description. 
 

Code Key 
A C D E F I K L M N O P R S T U V W Y 
6 10 2 16 5 20 9 18 15 17 3 27 1 7 22 8 11 4 13 

 

1.  7   18     6    15       2    8     17   9 a. city where LeBron was born 
 ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
2. 3   18    13  15    27   20   10    7 b. LeBron’s favorite subject in school 
 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
3.  22    8     1    9    16  13 c. coach who was like a dad to LeBron  
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
4.   6    9     1      3    17 d. LeBron serves this to needy families  
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
 
5.   5     3    1     4     6     1     2 e. first NBA team LeBron was on 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
 
6.  4     6    18    9    16    1 f. position LeBron plays  
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ____  
 
7.  10    6    11   6    18   20    16   1     7 g. LeBron’s team USA won the gold 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ____ medal 
 
7.   7   10   20   16   17   10    16 h. a kind of basketball shot 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ____  
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Assessment 

Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
  
1.  Which basketball star came to see LeBron play high school ball? 

A. Kobe Bryant 
B. Chris Paul 
C. Shaquille O’Neal 
D. Tim Duncan 

 
2.  LeBron James grew up in _________. 

A. Florida 
B. Ohio 
C. Indiana 
D. New York  

 
3.  LeBron was on the U.S. Olympic team twice. 

A.  True 
B.  False  

 
4.  LeBron signed with the Cavaliers ____________. 

A. after his sophomore year in college 
B. after he graduated from Ohio University 
C. before his senior year in high school 
D. after he graduated from high school 

 
5.  As used in the 8th line on page 5, the word court means _________. 

A. a place where criminals are tried 
B. an area marked off for playing a sport 
C. do something to influence somebody 
D a place where kings, princes, and dukes meet 

 
6.  Which word in NOT a synonym of versatile?  

A. adaptable 
B. multitalented 
C. limited 
D. flexible 
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7.  The word dribbling as used on page 9 means drooling.  
A.  True 
B. False  

 
8.  The sentence, “He also showed LeBron how to shoot with his left hand” on page 11 

suggests that __________. 
A. LeBron was normally right-handed 
B. LeBron always used his left hand 
C. LeBron never used his right hand 
D. LeBron was usually left-handed 

 
9.  LeBron went to live with his coach because his mother did not like him. 

A.  True 
B.  False  

 
10.  You can infer that LeBron builds new, safe playgrounds for kids because _____. 

A. he needs somewhere to play 
B. he wants people to like him 
C. he likes to drive a bulldozer 
D. he didn’t have a safe playground when he was young 
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