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BIZARRE SCIENCE 
 

Introduction 
 
This teacher’s guide helps young adults learn more about intriguing and relevant science 
present in our world. Bizarre Science explores a rich assortment of unusual and interesting 
components of nature and our environment and shows the significance of even the smallest 
creatures to Earth’s delicate balance. The series’ theme highlights how parts of our world and 
universe fit together and the books are designed to help students understand the big picture and 
interact with their world. 
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Science curriculum. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 
and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level, and curriculum 
standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific curriculum 
standard.  
 
Classroom Activities 
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 
Studies, and the Arts can be found in this teacher’s guide. Students will further appreciate the 
role of scientists, researchers, and the smallest living things in our world as they learn how 
Social Studies, Arts, Science and Math concepts can be tied in with the content of the books in 
this series. 
 
Guided Reading Level: T  
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale, © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
 
Titles in this series   Library Edition ISBN  Paperback Edition ISBN 
Bloodsucking Creatures  978-0-7660-3671-0  978-1-59845-219-8 
Bugged-Out Insects   978-0-7660-3674-1  978-1-59845-220-4 
Doomsday Rocks from Space 978-0-7660-3673-4  978-1-59845-221-1 
Mummy Secrets Uncovered 978-0-7660-3670-3  978-1-59845-222-8 
Weird Meat-Eating Plants  978-0-7660-3672-7  978-1-59845-223-5 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased from all major vendors or directly from: 
 Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 40 Industrial Road, Box 398 
 Berkeley Heights, NJ  07922-0398 
 Phone: 1-800-398-5204 
 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
 Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
Bloodsucking Creatures 
 
Helping students enjoy and appreciate the science that is all around them is part of the joy and 
challenge of being a teacher. Presenting some of the less known segments of the vast world of 
science can intrigue and interest those students who may not realize the scope of the subject. It 
spans from huge asteroids in outer space, to the smallest creatures that cannot easily be seen, 
and all living things in between those two examples. This series highlights what many would 
consider unusual or bizarre facets of our universe. 
 
Students may be aware that some creatures require blood to survive, but probably won’t know 
the varieties of creatures falling into this category. Using bright, engaging color photographs, 
interesting text, and often surprising facts, Bloodsucking Creatures examines animals that feed 
on blood, including mosquitoes, vampire bats, head lice, leeches, lampreys, and fleas, and 
looks at their anatomy, behavior, and interactions with people.  
 
Preview the Book 
Encourage the students to preview the book by looking at the title, the table of contents, the 
photographs throughout the book, and the headings on the pages. Have the students think 
about what the book will be about and what they may learn from these pages. Remind the 
students that previewing text – especially nonfiction articles and books – helps good readers 
understand what they will be reading. It activates their prior knowledge of the topic, helps them 
set a purpose for their reading, and helps them know what lies ahead.  
 
Make Predictions 
Have the students make predictions as they read. You may want them to write these down or 
think about them as they read the text. Model prediction strategies for the students as an aid to 
their comprehension: I think this chapter will explain why head lice are so interested in human 
hair and whether there is something in hair they need to live.   
 
Visualize 
Discuss with the students how although there are clear photographs accompanying the text, the 
writer strove to help readers see what he is describing throughout the book: specific information 
about these creatures, what they look like, where they live, and how they are able to get the 
blood they need. Encourage the students to read these descriptions carefully and use the 
writer’s well-planned words to form an image of what is being described.  
 
Tie in With the Theme 
Remind the students that the series’ theme is Bizarre Science. Ask the students to explain what 
“bizarre” means to them and provide examples of things they may know or have heard that 
seem bizarre to them. Then discuss together how this book fits into that theme: What parts of 
Bloodsucking Creatures could be considered “bizarre”? What makes you say that? 
 
Glossary 
This book contains many technical terms used in specific areas of science. Encourage the 
students to use context clues within sentences and paragraphs to learn the meaning of the 
words as they read, and to turn to the glossary at the back of the book for many of these words 
and their clear, concise definitions.  
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The Five Curriculum Activities 
 
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items you may 
use. Never use anything sharp that may cut a student. Do not use anything too hot or too 
cold which may injure a student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the 
safety of your students and provide an appropriate setting, such as a gym or an outdoor 
space, for physical activities. Make sure the students are supervised when using the 
Internet. 
 
Reading/Language Arts Activity 
Invite the students to choose one of the six creatures featured in this book. Have them write 
down the creature’s unique characteristics and then write a poem highlighting it. Tell the 
students that their audience is those people who may wonder about these blood-sucking 
creatures. Title your poem: “___(name of creature)__is Here to Stay.” 
 
Math Activity 
It takes about 300,000 mosquitoes to equal the weight of a can of soda. How many mosquitoes 
would weigh as much as a six-pack of soda? A case of 24 cans? Create a table to show your data. 
 
Science Activity 
Use of DDT stopped in the 1970s. Have the students research to find out why and what made 
the government decide to ban use of this pesticide. Then have them write a paragraph 
discussing why it was used in the first place, what harm it did, and how it was outlawed.  
 
Social Studies Activity 
The lamprey journeyed freely about until they were stopped by the chemical TFM. Have the 
students refer to page 28 and to a map of the world and draw a map to show these areas where 
the lamprey primarily lived and its proximity to their state. Draw an arrow from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Great Lakes area.   
 
Great Lakes 
Atlantic Ocean 
Welland Canal 
St. Lawrence Seaway 
Niagara Falls 
 
 
Arts Activity 
Have the students imagine that your area had heavy spring rains and now it is moving into 
summer. Ask the students to create an eye-catching poster to inform homeowners in your area 
that those spring rains are going to increase the mosquito population. The residents need to be 
aware of probable mosquito breeding areas and what they can do to control the population.  
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Handout 
 

 
A friend has had a scary accident and has had to have his (or her) ear reattached. Doctors are 
worried about the buildup of blood in that area and have decided to use leeches to remedy the 
situation. Your friend is frightened and disgusted by the thought of leeches anywhere near the 
injured ear.  
 
Create a conversation between you and your friend and convince him or her that the leeches 
are an excellent idea and that they could very possibly save the ear. Begin the dialogue on the 
lines below and continue in the same way, making sure to put quotation marks around the 
words each of you speak: 
 
 
You:  
 
 
 
 
Your friend:  
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Assessment 
 

1. Where are female mosquitoes most likely to lay their eggs? 
 

A. In standing water 
B. In human skin 
C. In dry safe areas 
D. In small nests 

 
2. How does mosquito repellent ward off mosquitoes? 
 

A. It paralyzes them so they can’t bite humans. 
B. It poisons the mosquito eggs so they die before maturity. 
C. It saturates the mosquito’s antennae so it won’t work. 
D. It keeps them from noticing human’s heat and moisture. 

 
3. (T/F) Head lice are very dangerous to humans.  
 
4. Since the vampire bat is a nocturnal animal, what is true about its bite? 
 

A. Its victims will only feel the pain when they wake up. 
B. It is the reason people have been said to die in their sleep. 
C. It will be difficult for victims to know they have been used as prey. 
D. It will cause swelling that will be difficult to diagnose. 

 
5. How are nits a problem to humans? 
 

A. They cause small painful bites on the head. 
B. They are difficult to remove from hair. 
C. They produce an unpleasant smell. 
D. They die and pieces of them fall out of the head. 

 
6. What is a true statement about the plague? 
  

A. Rats carried the disease and fleas liked rat blood. 
B. It can be stopped by good hygiene and nutrition. 
C. It was spread mainly by vampire bats. 
D. Leeches helped control the disease. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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. 

7. What do adult lampreys primarily eat? 
  

A. Spawn 
B. Proboscis 
C. Microorganisms 
D. Fish  

. 
 

8. What seems to be true about the chemical DDT? 
 

A. It is safe for wildlife. 
B. It is dangerous to humans. 
C. It does not kill mosquitoes. 
D. It is safe to use in farming areas. 

 
9. What would happen to a vampire bat that was unable to find blood? 
 

A. It would be deficient in certain nutrients. 
B. It would be unable to feed its young. 
C. It would be lacking in its primary meal. 
D. It would need to migrate to another environment. 

 
10. What is the main reason a doctor would use leeches rather than a medical 
technique? 
 

A. Leeches are available at no cost. 
B. Most medical techniques are painful. 
C. The patient may request leech treatment. 
D. Leeches can provide life-saving treatments. 
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Answers: (1-3=supporting facts; 4-7=vocabulary; 8-10=inference) 
1 A 
2 D 
3 F 
4 C 
5 B 
6 A 
7 D 
8 B 
9 C 
10 D 
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