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True Forensic Crime Stories 
 
Introduction 

Gripping true-crime stories are a perfect way to investigate how the tools and techniques of 

forensic science help detectives solve crimes. The engaging text and photos in the True 

Forensic Crime Stories series grab readers’ attention and keep them involved. Each book 

contains details about real crimes and the science behind the forensics that cracked the case. 

As students read, they use critical-thinking skills, such as comparing and contrasting, identifying 

sequence, determining cause-and-effect relationships, and making inferences. 

 

National Standards 

This series supports Science, Social Studies, and Language Arts. Go to 

www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com and click on the “View State Correlations” 

tab. Click on your state, grade level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this 

series backs up your state’s specific curriculum standard. 

 

Classroom Activities 

Included in this teacher’s guide are activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, 

and Social Studies. The activities, and a reproducible handout, require readers to use 

comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to the book’s subject. Some activities can be 

reworked to use with any book in the series. The last page of this guide offers a reproducible 

assessment tool covering comprehension, vocabulary, and inference. 

 

Guided Reading Level: X 

 

Reproducible for Educational Use Only 

This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information about Titles in this Series: 

Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 

Titles in this series   Library Edition ISBN  Paperback Edition ISBN 

Bones Dead People DO Tell Tales 978-0-7660-3669-7 978-1-59845-363-8 

Cybercrime Data Trails DO Tell Tales 978-0-7660-3668-0 978-1-59845-361-4 

DNA and Blood Dead People DO Tell Tales 978-0-7660-3667-3 978-1-59845-362-1 

Fingerprints Dead People DO Tell Tales 978-0-7660-3689-5 978-1-59845-364-5 

Gun Crimes Dead People DO Tell Tales  978-0-7660-3763-2 978-1-59845-365-2 

Trace Evidence Dead People DO Tell Tales 978-0-7660-3664-2 978-1-59845-347-8 

 

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 

40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 

Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 

Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslow.com/displayitem.asp?type=1&item=3496
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Teacher’s Guide for 

Bones: Dead People DO Tell Tales 
All bones tell a story—you just have to know how to read them. When bones are discovered, 
forensic anthropologists can determine if they are from a human or an animal, if that organism 
was male or female, and how the being lived and died. In this book, readers uncover the 
techniques that forensic anthropologists use to solve both modern and ancient crimes! 
 
Before Reading 
Remind students that good readers preview a book to find out what they might learn and what 
they already know about the subject. Have students read the title, study the cover photo, and 
browse pages to note the chapter headings, photographs and other illustrations, captions, 
sidebars, Chapter Notes, Glossary, Further Reading, and Index. Ask students to make KWL 
charts: in the K column, write what they already know about identifying bones; in the W column, 

write questions they want answered about it. After reading, students write what they learn in the 
L column. 

 
During Reading 

Remind students that some authors organize text by stating a problem and describing a solution. 
Review that words and phrases like because, as a result, or solved, signal a problem/solution 

relationship, but that sometimes readers must infer such relationships from the text. Point out that 
a Problem/Solution Chart helps readers see those relationships and to comprehend and recall 
what they read. Suggest that students make Problem/Solution charts to record problems (e.g. 
how did Lynne Landreneau’s father really die) and solutions (e.g. medical examiner determines 
from jagged breaks on bones that it was inflicted trauma—manslaughter, not accidental death). 
After completing each chapter, students can use the charts to help them write a brief summary. 
 
As students read, ask them to look for the following as well:  

 How rumors about a murder changed people’s eating habits 

 A strange farm “crop” 

 How teeth tell tales 

 Maps showing where forensics protected human rights 

 Quotations from forensic experts 

 
After Reading 
Have students complete and discuss their KWL charts. To prompt personal responses to the 
book, ask: What was the most interesting fact you learned from this book? Did the information in 
the book inspire you to become a forensic anthropologist? Why or why not? Encourage students 

to cite information in the text that either inspired them or turned them off from pursuing such a 
career. Ask: Which TV shows focus on forensics? Which have you seen? Why do you think that 
kind of show is so popular? Allow time for discussion. 
 

Use the Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies activities on the next page. 
Make copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow for students to do in class or as 
homework Have them explain why each “False” question is incorrect by correcting it. Answers: 
Handout Across—1. anthropology, 4. cadaver, 6. bones, 9. DNA, 10. cranium, 12. hyoid, 13. 
coroner, 16. taphony, 19. maggot, 21. forensics, 22. decay, 23. teeth, 24. Vertebra; Down—1. 

archeology, 2. gender, 3. opposite of alive, 6. fingerprints, 5. decomposition, 8. autopsy, 11. 
pathologist, 14. trauma, 15. femur, 17. height, 18. enzyme, 20. grave. Assessment—1. A, 2. D, 

3. C, 4. B, 5. D, 6. B, 7. C, 8. B, 9. D, 10. A. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Curriculum Links 
SAFETY WARNING: 

Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts Activity: 
Explain that a word ladder describes a word using the letters of that word: You write a word 
vertically, then write other words horizontally to explain it. Write this example on the board: 

      Biological 

antrOpologists 

    kNow that a  

skelEton tells a great 

      Story! 
Challenge students to create a word ladder for terms listed in the Glossary. 
 
Math Activity: 

Ask one student to remove his or her left shoe so a partner can measure and record the length 
of the left foot, from the heel to the tip of the big toe. Next, have the partner measure and record 
the first student’s height. Let partners change places to gather data about the second person. 
Tell the pair to divide the length of each foot by that person’s height, then multiply by 100. The 
results should show that foot length = approximately 15% of height. Invite groups of partners to 
compare their findings and create a graph, with height on the x-axis and foot length on the y-

axis, and then plot each individual data point.  
 
Science Activities: 

1. Have students make teeth marks. Give each student two 3-inch wedges from a clean 
StyrofoamTM  plate, stacked together. Have students carefully place the wedges into their 
mouths, bite down firmly, then remove and label the top wedge Top Teeth, the bottom 
wedge Bottom Teeth, and both with their initials. Let students compare impressions for 

characteristics, such as missing teeth, spacing, or chips. Next, ask a volunteer to leave the 
room. Choose a student to take a bite of thick chocolate, cheese, or apple. Have the 
volunteer return and, using students’ impressions, try to identify who left the teeth marks. 
Repeat the activity so every student has a chance to match bites to impressions.  

  
2. Let students work with bones. In preparation, collect the bones of a whole roasting chicken 

or turkey and boil until no meat remains on the carcass. (You might ask a local butcher to 
collect bones for you.) Wash the bones and let dry for at least 24 hours before bringing 
them to class. Invite students to examine the bones with magnifying glasses. Display a 
picture of the real animal’s skeleton and challenge small groups to identify various bones, 
then try to reassemble a wing, leg, or other body part.  

 
Social Studies Activity: 

Explain to students that a coroner may be elected or appointed. Each community sets its 
qualifications for the job, and they vary widely. Add that not all U.S. communities have a 
coroner; some have a medical examiner. Have students research to find out who determines 
cause-of-death in your community: Do we have a coroner or medical examiner? Is he/she 
elected or appointed? What makes him/her qualified for the job? Invite students to present their 

research results on a poster or as a newspaper article. Remind students to site sources of facts 
and photos. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Handout 

Crossword 
Read each clue. Write the answer in the puzzle grid. 

 
Across 
  1. the science of human origin and culture 
  4. dead body 
  6. skeletons 
  9. deoxyribonucleic acid 
10. the skull, except for the jawbone 
12. tiny, horseshoe-shaped bone in the neck 
13. official who discovers causes of death 
16. the study of what happens to organisms 

after they die 
19. wormlike fly larva 
21. scientific techniques used to investigate 

crime 
22. rot 
23. incisors 
24. one bone in the spinal column 
 

Down 
  1. studies the remains of past human life 
  2. male or female 
  3. opposite of alive 
  5. the decay of plant or animal matter 
  7. pattern of ridges on the skin of fingers 
  8. examine body to find cause of death 
11. medical doctor who studies causes and 

effects of disease or injury 
14. body wound from sudden injury from 

violence or accident 
15. thighbone 
17. how tall something is 
18. protein that can speed up chemical 

reaction  
20. tomb 

  1          2      

3                  

  4  5      6       7 

         8         

9    10           11   

                  

       12           

                  

 13                 

14           15       

                  

    16   17           

             18     

19  20       21         

                  

         22         

                  

23         24         
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Assessment 

Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
  

1.  A forensic anthropologist studies human 

bones to answer legal questions. 

A.  True 

B.  False  

 

2.  If a skeleton has a fused collarbone AND 

fused bones at the base of the skull, the 

person MOST LIKELY died at ______. 

A. 12-16 years of age 

B. 16-18 years of age 

C. 18-20 years of age 

D. 20-25 years of age 

 

3.  Which can bones alone NOT tell about a 

person?  

A. ancestry 

B. approximate height 

C. eye color 

D. sex 

 

4.  Which is a correct sequence after 

someone dies?  

A. enzymes break down cells, the body 

stiffens, the body bloats, the body 

dissolves 

B. the body stiffens, tissues turn to liquid, 

bacteria produce gas  

C. the body stiffens, the body bloats, 

tissues turn to liquid, enzymes break 

down cells 

D. the body bloats, enzymes break down 

cells, the body stiffens, tissues turn to 

liquid 

5.  Which is a synonym for cadaver?  

A. corpse 

B. deceased 

C. remains 

D. all of the above 

 

6.  The hyoid is a large, horseshoe-shaped 

bone in your hand. 

A.  True 

B.  False  

 

7.  What is a coroner?  

A. the wormlike larva of a fly 

B. a pattern of ridges on the skin of the 

hands 

C. an elected official who finds the cause 

of death 

D. the third stage life for an insect 

 

8.  No two people have the same mtDNA.  

A.  True 

B.  False  

 

9.  Which word BEST describes a forensic 

anthropologist?  

A. indecisive 

B. impatient 

C. lazy 

D. persistent 

 

10.  Some people never find out how their 

loved ones died in a war.  

A.  True 

B.  False  
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