
Kid Racers

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps teach young adults about different kinds of kid racers. The world of extreme
sports is gaining in popularity. Adults have taken part in these types of sports for years, but kids are now
increasingly participating in the trend. Students will learn about BMX Racers, dirt bike racers, kart racers,
snowmobile racers, and speedboat racers.

National Standards
This series supports Language Arts, Health, and PE curriculum. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level, and
curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific curriculum
standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math; Science; Social Studies;
and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide. Intermediate readers will practice identifying and
understanding more challenging and possibly unfamiliar vocabulary, along with a variety of sentence
structures and types, as they learn about the exciting world of extreme racing.

Guided Reading Level: S

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com and/or to search for other titles and series, as
well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
BMX Racers 978-0-7660-3484-6 978-0-7660-3753-3
Dirt Bike Racers 978-0-7660-3483-9 978-0-7660-3752-6
Kart Racers 978-0-7660-3482-2 978-0-7660-3754-0
Snowmobile Racers 978-0-7660-3487-7 978-0-7660-3756-4
Speedboat Racers 978-0-7660-3485-3 978-0-7660-3755-7

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com or



Kid Racers Teacher’s Guide
for

Speedboat Racers

Young adults are fascinated by learning about peers their age peers doing interesting things. Most young
adults are involved in some type of sport, whether in school or in their community. Using exciting and
engaging color photographs, this book centers around showing readers what it is like to be a part of
extreme sport racing. Readers will identify with the young adults in the book through biography spotlight
features, repeated throughout the book. These features, along with the vivid images created by the
language structures, can lead to discussions about racing speedboats and why some people are so
interested in this sport.

Here is some basic information from the book to point out to students as they are reading.

History
Speedboat racing got its start in the late 1800s when yacht clubs began holding races on rivers and lakes.
By the early 1900s, motorboat racing became a national sport. Speedboats use outboard motors. These
motors are lighter than the big car engines used in other race boats. Speedboat racing went through a
change in the mid-1940s. Stock outboard classes were added to the racing community during this time.
They were called this because the motors that were used came straight from the factory with no
modifications made to them. The first outboard motor was invented by Ole Evinrude. He invented it
because he wanted something better than a rowboat. Today, there are many different kinds of race boats.
Some are powered by jet engines, some with car engines, and others with outboard engines. For more
information, visit <http://web.mit.edu/invent/low/evinrude.html>.

Equipment
Speedboat racing does not require much equipment. There are four things a person needs to race
speedboats: a driver, a boat, safety gear, and an engine. Boats used for speedboat racing contain many
different components that all work together for one common goal. The driver uses a throttle and steering
wheel to work the boat and make it go faster. There is a fin on the left side of the boat to help guide it
through turns. All junior speedboat racers use an outboard motor to power their boats. This type of engine
is light enough to be removed from the boat and worked on, if needed. All boats need a propeller, also
called the prop. They are made of stainless steel, a type of metal that is strong and resists rusting. Racers
are required to wear safety equipment. This includes a helmet, life jacket, and cut-resistant suit, which is
made out of material such as Kevlar or Spectra.

Team Building
Speedboat racing is a family-oriented activity. Family members often work as teammates at races. Parents
and their children often race together and act as one another’s crew. Racing teaches the whole family
about teamwork, but more importantly, it gives families an opportunity to spend together outside of their
busy, daily lives.



The Five Curriculum Activities

SAFETY WARNING:
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you might use. Never
use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything too hot or cold which might injure
any student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the safety of your students.

Reading/Language Arts activity:
Discuss with students what it takes to win speedboat races. Tell students about a time that you won a race
or a contest. Invite students to discuss a race or contest that they participated in and tell about the
outcome. Then have students write a recount of their experience and share it with a partner.

Math activity:
Ask students to revisit pages 18 and 19 in the book. Lead a discussion on the similarities and differences
between hydroplanes and runabouts. Have students draw a Venn diagram and fill it in with information
from these pages. Invite students to share their diagram with a partner or the group.

Science activity:
After reading the section about outboard engines on pages 20 and 21, ask students to examine the
photograph diagram of the stock Evinrude engine. Provide students with a printout of a different type of
engine, such as a jet engine, and have students compare the diagrams side by side. For a diagram of a jet
engine, visit www.californiasciencecenter.org. Ask students to research the amount of gas different types
of engine can hold. Once all students have had a chance to research, have them compare their findings by
creating a line graph.

Social Studies activity:
Several different racing locations are mentioned throughout this book, such as a junior race that takes
place on Moses Lake, Washington. Using a map of the United States, find each location that is mentioned
in the book. Are there certain areas of the country where racing is more popular than others? If so, why
might this be? Discuss the possible circumstances that might make certain areas popular with speedboat
racers, such as weather patterns.

Arts activity:
Have students use the flags and their meanings found on page 44 of the book to make a poster. Encourage
students to be creative with the materials they use to create their poster. When all posters are complete,
hang them around the room or in the hallway for others to enjoy.

Answers for worksheet: 1. A; 2. D; 3. B; 4. E; 5. C; 6. F



Draw a line to match the flag on the left with its meaning on the right.

1. Red flag  a. stop racing; be alert and watch for
signals

b. flies three minutes before the
2. Blue and white flag start of the race; also means the race

is underway

3. Green flag c. finish

d. problems on the race course; continue
with caution

4. White flag
e. flies one minute before the start
of race; also flies when drivers reach
their last lap

5. Black flag
f. return to pits

6. Black and white checkered                       g. stop racing; be alert and watch for
other signals

7. Why is it important for speedboat racers to know what the different flags mean? Write your
answer on the lines below.
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
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