
Teacher’s Guide to
I Like Reading About Animals

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps teach children fascinating facts about animals. Books in the series
meet the needs of both beginning and more advanced readers. Simple text for beginning
readers and more extensive information for advanced readers are presented on the same page.
Engaging photographs and questions motivate all readers to make predictions about what they
will learn from the text.

National Standards
This series supports Science and Language Arts.  Go to www.enslowclassroom.com and/or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level,
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.  Hands-on activities and a
reproducible handout encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to
the book’s subject.

Guided Reading Level: H, L

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series,
as well as to download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Do Animals Migrate? 978-0-7660-3325-2 978-0-7660-3746-5
Do Animals Work Together? 978-0-7660-3328-3 978-0-7660-3749-6
How Do Animal Babies Live? 978-0-7660-3327-6 978-0-7660-3748-9
How Do Animals Keep Clean? 978-0-7660-3330-6 978-0-7660-3750-2
How Do Animals Stay Safe? 978-0-7660-3326-9 978-0-7660-3747-2
Which Animals Are the Best Athletes? 978-0-7660-3329-0 978-0-7660-3751-9

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com



Teacher’s Guide for
How Do Animal Babies Live?

All animals have babies, and the informative text and beautiful color photographs in this book
help children learn how adult animals care for their young. Children also learn the special
names of animal offspring, such as kangaroo/joey and deer/fawn. Repetitive text and sight
words help beginning readers as they investigate the world of baby animals. More advanced
readers uncover additional details about how the animals live and grow.

Display How Do Animal Babies Live?  Read the title and browse a few pages with children.
Point out a few photos and have volunteers describe what they see. Read one of the question-
headings and stress that the answer is in the text. Review the definitions of the Words to Know
on page 3. Ask volunteers to use each word in a sentence to demonstrate understanding.

Let beginning readers track the text as you read it aloud, or have them echo read with you.
Point out repetitive words. Ask children to point to details in a photo or words in the text that
answer the question-heading. Let fluent readers read silently to find the answers, then
paraphrase the information in their own words. Invite volunteers to read a favorite passage
aloud to practice fluency and intonation.

Help children connect what they read to their own experiences. Discuss how human babies also
must be fed and cared for. Stress that adults protect children and teach them life skills to help
them get along in their environment. Equate a human parent teaching a child to cross safely in
traffic to a cheetah parent teaching a cub to run fast or climb a tree to get away from danger.

After readers finish the book, invite them to respond to it. Prompt discussion with questions such
as: What new things did you learn about animal babies? Which animal baby would you like to
know more about? Where could you find that information? Direct children to the lists of books
and websites in the Learn More section on page 30. Stress that these sources can help.

Activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts are on
the page that follows. Make copies of the Handout on the last page. Read the directions aloud.
Give help as needed. Answers: 1. cub, 2. kangaroo, 3. goose, 4. chick, 5. kit, 6. elephant, 7.
shark, 8, fawn, 9. seal.

Baby Animals Featured in this Book
p. 6   Cheetah
p. 8   Kingfisher
p. 10 Crocodile
p. 12 Lemur
p. 14 Shark
p. 16 Penguin
p. 18 Elephant
p. 20 Kangaroo
p. 22 Harp Seal
p. 24 Macque
p. 26 Cuckoo
p. 28 Fox



Activities   The Five Curriculum Activities

SAFETY WARNING:
Before doing any activity, make sure children do not have allergies to items needed for that
activity. Have an adult present at all times to supervise activities requiring the use of scissors.
Always review directions and safety rules with children before they start a project.

Reading/Language Arts activity:
On index cards, write the names of different animals and their offspring from the book. For
example, on one card write DEER and on another FAWN. Make multiple copies. Place and mix
up the cards face down on a table, Let children take turns picking two cards and reading the
words aloud. If they are a parent and baby, the child keeps them and takes another turn. If they
are not from the same family, the child replaces the cards face down and the next child takes a
turn. Continue until every child has at least two turns. The winner is the player with the most
matches.

Math activity:
Direct attention to the geese photograph on page 4. Have children count the babies and adults
in the family. Review fact families with children and write on the board the two addition and two
subtraction problems you can make with the goose-family numbers: 2 + 5 = 7, 5 + 2 = 7, and 7
– 5 = 2, 7 – 2 = 5. Challenge children to create number fact families for their own families,
including their cousins, aunts, uncles, and grandparents! Share the results.

Science activity:
Use the photographs of rabbits on page 5 and chicks on page 6 to discuss how animals grow
and change. Point out that the baby rabbits look exactly like their parent while the chicks mostly
resemble their parent but need to grow feathers as they get older. Then ask children to find
pictures in books and magazines of baby and adult frogs and butterflies. Discuss how these
animals look nothing like their parents and go through a complete change as they grow. Have
children go to  http://www.monarchbutterflyusa.com/Cycle.htm  and
http://www.tooter4kids.com/Frogs/life_cycle_of_frogs.htm to learn more.

Social Studies activity
Explain that all babies are born with some skills, such as how to breathe and cry. These are
called innate skills. Adults teach babies other skills. Ask each child to choose a partner. Explain
that partners will act as parent and child to teach each other how to do something—whistle, sing
a song, do a dance, draw a picture, a hand-clapping game, an exercise, or other activity of their
choice. Allow time for partners to demonstrate their newly-learned abilities for the class.

Arts activity:
Let children create baby animal masks. Have paper plates, markers, scissors, glue, paint, yarn,
and other art materials available. Give help as needed to carefully cut out eyes and punch small
holes on either side of the mask do children can attach yarn and tie it on. Have each child show
his or her mask to the class and identify which baby animal it is. Invite volunteers to put on their
masks and show how the animals would move.



Handout

WWWooorrrddd   MMMiiixxx‐‐‐UUUppp

UUnnssccrraammbbllee  eeaacchh  wwoorrdd..  WWrriittee  iitt  rriigghhtt..  UUssee  tthhee  WWoorrdd  BBooxx  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouu..  TThhee

ffiirrsstt  oonnee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ddoonnee  ffoorr  yyoouu..

1.  A baby cheetah is a BUC       ccuubb                                     

2.  A joey is a baby GAROKONA                                                   

3.  A gosling is a baby ESOGO                                                   

4.  A baby penguin is a CKIHC                                                    

5.  A baby fox is a TIK                                                    

6.  A calf is a baby HELPATENT                                                   

7.  A baby shark is a KRASH                                                    

8.  A baby deer is a WNAF                                                    

9.  A pup is a baby harp LASE                                                   

WWoorrdd  BBooxx
cub shark kangaroo kit fawn
goose chick seal  elephant

Now, on the back, make up a sentence about an animal baby. Mix up the letters in one word.

Ask a friend to write it right!
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