
Teacher’s Guides to
I Like Reading About Animals

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps teach children fascinating facts about animals. Books in the series
meet the needs of both beginning and more advanced readers. Simple text for beginning
readers and more extensive information for advanced readers are presented on the same page.
Engaging photographs and questions motivate all readers to make predictions about what they
will learn from the text.

National Standards
This series supports Science and Language Arts.  Go to www.enslowclassroom.com and/or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level,
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.  Hands-on activities and a
reproducible handout encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to
the book’s subject.

Guided Reading Level: H, L

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series,
as well as to download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Do Animals Migrate? 978-0-7660-3325-2 978-0-7660-3746-5
Do Animals Work Together? 978-0-7660-3328-3 978-0-7660-3749-6
How Do Animal Babies Live? 978-0-7660-3327-6 978-0-7660-3748-9
How Do Animals Keep Clean? 978-0-7660-3330-6 978-0-7660-3750-2
How Do Animals Stay Safe? 978-0-7660-3326-9 978-0-7660-3747-2
Which Animals Are the Best Athletes? 978-0-7660-3329-0 978-0-7660-3751-9

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com



Teacher’s Guide for
How Do Animal Babies Stay Safe?

Animals in the wild need to protect themselves from their enemies. Many animals live in herds
or other large groups, providing safety in numbers. The adults work together to keep the group
safe, especially the babies. Some animals like tortoises and porcupines have shells or quills to
protect them. Other animals have colors or shapes that help them blend into their environments
and hide in plain sight. Through this book’s colorful photographs and informative text, children
learn about some of these animals. Repetitive text and sight words help beginning readers get
the facts. More advanced readers will uncover additional details about the animals.

Introduce Do Animals Work Together?  Read the title and browse a few pages with children.
Have them look at the photos and describe what they see. Point to a question-heading and
explain that the author answers the question in the text. Review the Words to Know on page 3.

Encourage beginning readers to read aloud repetitive words and phrases, such as How Do,
What Is, What Are, and any other words they recognize. Ask volunteers to point to details in a
picture and/or words in the text that helped them answer the question. Have fluent readers scan
for the answer to each question, then summarize by giving the answer in their own words.

After readers finish the book, invite them to discuss and respond to it. Prompt discussion with
questions such as: Which way to stay safe did you think was most interesting? Why? Did the
book tell you everything you wanted to know about how animals stay safe? If not, where do you
think you could find that information?

Activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts on the
page that follows. Make copies of the Handout on the last page and read the directions aloud.
Give help if children need help cutting out the answers. Have children do the page with you or
independently. Answers: 1. porcupine, 2. sloth, 3. skunk, 4. armadillo, 5. tortoise, 6. dove, 7.
pufferfish, 8. butterfly.

Animals Featured in this Book
p. 6   Sloth
p. 8   Jawfish
p. 10 Skunk
p. 12 Armadillo
p. 14 Hermit Crab
p. 16 Blackbuck
p. 18 Sea Slug
p. 20 Dove
p. 22 Butterfly
p. 24 Leaf Insect
p. 26 Pufferfish
p. 28 Porcupine
[end Section Two]



Activities   The Five Curriculum Activities

SAFETY WARNING:
Before doing any activity, make sure children do not have allergies to items needed for that
activity. Have an adult present at all times to supervise activities requiring the use of scissors or
hot or cold items. Always review directions and safety rules with children before they start a
project.

Reading/Language Arts activity:
Invite children to write letters to the author of the book. Explain that in their letters, children
should tell who they are, the name of the book, and what they liked or did not like about it. Then
they should ask the author any questions they have about her, the book, or the animals in it. Let
beginning readers dictate their letters to you. As advanced readers write independently, offer
help as needed. Mail children’s letters—send them to the publishers, who will pass them on to
the author. Be sure to read and display any answers children receive from the author.

Math activity:
Make up math problems based on animals and how the stay safe. For example: A herd of deer
has 25 adults and 14 babies. A herd of caribou has 22 adults and 18 babies Which herd is
bigger? Or There are 7 leaf insects hiding in a tree. There are twice as many leaf insects in the
bush. How many leaf insects are there in all? .Challenge children to make up their own
problems for classmates to solve.

Science activity:
Tell children that shells, a skunk’s smell, camouflage, and mimicry (look like something else) are
adaptations—physical changes that help animals survive in their environments. Write the
words claws, beak, fins, wings, and webbed feet on the board. Ask children how each of these
adaptations would might help animals stay safe. Invite children to draw an animal with an
adaptation and label it, such as: A bird has wings that let it fly away. A cat has claws to protect
it.

Social Studies activity
Help children make a connection from the text to their own lives. Discuss how traveling in herds
keeps animals safe. Equate herds with “the buddy system” for humans: the idea that you never
play or go anywhere alone. That way, if there is trouble, you always have someone with you.
Read the following rhyme aloud: I never talk to strangers,/ And when I go out to play,/ I take a
buddy with me,/ We both stay safe that way! Have children repeat the rhyme with you and
discuss its message. Encourage them to make a group poster to go with the rhyme.

Arts activity:
Challenge children to hide an object in plain sight. First, have them draw a large scene of some
kind—a forest, garden, city street, or crowd at the beach. Next, ask them to draw a small animal
such as a snake, insect, or bird that could “disappear” into the drawing. Let children take turns
hiding their objects for classmates to find.



Handout

How Animals Stay Safe

Read each description. Write or cut-and-paste the animal name from the Answer
Box.

Description Animal

1. This animal has quills.

2. This animal looks like tree bark.

3. This animal sprays a bad smell.

4. This animal rolls into a ball.

5. This animal hides in its shell.

6. This animal plays dead.

7. This animal blows up like a balloon.

8. This animal looks like an eye.

Answer Box

Dove Skunk Pufferfish Armadillo

Butterfly Porcupine Tortoise Sloth
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