
Teacher’s Guide
Easy Clay Crafts in Five Steps

Introduction:

This teacher’s guide helps teach young children how to create clay crafts by using five simple
steps. Children will use their imaginations and artistic abilities to create numerous crafts that can
be used throughout the curriculums. The steps are clear and simple and can enable the child to
demonstrate and express their ideas in their own unique ways. By using a star system each
activity is categorized by difficulty level. This way you can provide a successful outcome for
children of all levels and artistic abilities.

National Standards:

This series supports the Language Arts curriculum. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level,
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.

Guided Reading Level: n/a

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, as
well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:
Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Easy Bead Crafts in 5 Steps  978-0-7660-3082-4 978-0-7660-3757-1
Easy Cardboard Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3083-1 978-0-7660-3758-8
Easy Clay Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3085-5 978-0-7660-3759-5
Easy Cloth Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3084-8 978-0-7660-3760-1
Easy Earth-Friendly Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3086-2 978-0-7660-3761-8
Easy Paper Crafts in 5 Steps 978-0-7660-3087-9 978-0-7660-3762-5

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com

Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com



Teacher’s Guide

Clay is one of the world’s ubiquitous building materials. It is generally found along the banks
of a river or stream. Clay’s formation derives from freely floating particles that sink to the
bottom of the water, where they press on each other and stick together.

One interesting  fact about clay is that it is malleable texture. It is squishy when wet, which
allows one to make it into any desired shape. It retains that appearance when it   it hardens
and quickly dries in the sun. . Sun-dried clay can make soft again by placing it inwater and
waiting for a week or two.

Many people who use clay  dry it using fire, or placing it in an oven called a kiln.  This
process is called firing.  Firing first began in 6000 BC.

Clay has been used for many things.  Many people in ancient times built homes with it..  Clay
can also be made into dishes, plates, cups and pots.  Many artists also create sculptures or
statues  with clay.

Suggested websites:
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/arts/clay.htm
http://www.ehow.com/about_5388124_history-clay-sculpture.html



Activities: The Five Curriculum Activities
Safety Warning:

Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to any of the items you
might use. Discuss the proper use of scissors and how to carry them and use them safely.
Make sure an adult supervises all activities to ensure the students’ safety.

Reading/Language Arts: Have children write a story about their space creature.  Make sure
they use strong adjectives to describe the creature..  Emphasize the importance of using their
senses to tell the story.  What do they see, hear, taste, feel, and smell?

Math Activity: Use the jewelry craft to teach a lesson on graphing.  Collect data from class.
How many small beads were used? How many large beads?  What color was used most?
What color was used least?  As a class come up with the questions then use the information to
make a graph.

Science Activity: Do an experiment to compare different material and how many items are
needed to balance the paper weight on a scale. The number of paper clips, erasers, marbles,
and other things should be noted. Review the steps of the Scientific Method and record all
data and answers in a journal.

Social Studies Activity: As a follow up on a lesson on the Inuit Indians, make the Inuit Igloo.
Discuss the Inuit Indians way of life, culture, beliefs and customs.  What was life like in the
Igloo?   What similarities do the Inuit Indians have with you?  What differences do they have
from you?

Art Activity: By using the children’s spelling or vocabulary words, have them make models
that represent or relate to each word.  They can then share their models or have the class try
to guess what word a model is depicting.



Handout

Match the adjective with one of the five senses that would best describe it.

1. ROUGH paper A. Sight

2. SWEET candy B. Sound

3. PRETTY flowers C. Touch

4. LOUD music D. Taste

      5. SMOKY fire E. Smell
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