
Rebels of Rock

Introduction

Through a study of important rock bands, this guide helps educators and adolescents explore the social
journey from obscurity to stardom, from rebellion to responsibility, and ultimately from childhood to
adulthood. While it is common for young people—including aspiring musicians―to struggle with
feelings of rebellion and tendencies toward excess, the bands featured in the Rebels of Rock series build
on these experiences to create innovative music. Through experimentation, improvisation, and live
performance, these bands produce lasting and cross-generational connections with their audiences. In so
doing, the band members grow from rebellious teenagers to adults with lasting star power.

National Standards
This series supports the Reading and Music curricula.  Go to www.enslowclassroom.com and click the
Curriculum Correlations tab. Click your state, grade level, and curriculum standard to display how any
book in this series supports a specific curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching these five curriculum areas can be found in this teacher’s guide: Reading/Language
Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts.

Guided Reading Level: X

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com search for other titles and series, as well as
download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
AC/DC 978-0-7660-3031-2 978-0-7660-3623-9
Grateful Dead 978-0-7660-3028-2 978-0-7660-3620-8
Judas Priest 978-0-7660-3029-9 978-0-7660-3621-5
KISS 978-0-7660-3027-5 978-0-7660-3619-2
Led Zeppelin 978-0-7660-3026-8 978-0-7660-3618-5
Pink Floyd 978-0-7660-3030-5 978-0-7660-3622-2

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com



Teacher’s Guide
for

Led Zeppelin: Legendary Rock Band

The study of any art form inevitably begins with the past. Young musicians grow up with role
models―other musicians whose works generate admiration. Often, these young musicians begin their
studies of music by copying the sounds and lyrics they admire. Later, this imitation gives way to
experimentation and improvisation. Much later, the music of the past evolves into something relevant for
present-day audiences. During this important juncture, new rock bands are born.

The musicians featured in the Rebels of Rock series have been inspired by many different musical genres.
Share information about the following genres with adolescents and then have them use an Internet radio
site such as Pandora to search for audio examples of each musical genre <www.pandora.com>. Finally,
encourage students to listen for these musical influences as they enjoy the music of AC/DC, the Grateful
Dead, Judas Priest, KISS, Led Zeppelin, and Pink Floyd.

Bluegrass Southern string music originating in the mid-1940’s that features blues-based harmonies, quick
tempos, and high pitches; early musicians include Bill Monroe, Earl Scruggs, and Lester Flatt (See
Grateful Dead, pp. 18, 41, 74)

Blues African-American folk music originating in the early 1900’s that features slow tempos and
downhearted lyrics; early musicians include Charley Patton and Muddy Waters (See AC/DC, p. 16;
Grateful Dead, pp. 26, 74; Judas Priest, p. 28; Led Zeppelin, p. 22; Pink Floyd, p. 34)

Classical music first created during the 18th century that reflected elements of ancient Greek and Roman
visual art; instrumentation includes piano, flute, clarinet, and string instruments; classical composers
include Mozart, Haydn, and Beethoven (See Grateful Dead, p. 19; KISS, p. 24; Pink Floyd, p. 25)

Folk cultural, generational music that is preserved through oral tradition; it may include holiday music,
lullabies, singing games, or maritime or cowboy songs; some works by Joan Baez and Bob Dylan are
inspired by traditional folk music (See Grateful Dead, pp. 15, 41)

Jazz music first created by Southern African Americans during the 19th century that features
improvisation and variation; instrumentation includes trumpets, trombones, clarinets, and saxophones;
early musicians include Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong (See Grateful Dead, p. 23; Judas Priest, p.
19; KISS pp. 26, 33; Led Zeppelin, p. 30)

World Music any non-Western form of popular music, including Reggae, Native American music, or
Celtic music (See Grateful Dead, pp. 19, 78)

[Sources: Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4th ed.; http://cnx.org/content/m11421/latest/;
http://www.ibma.org/about.bluegrass/history/index.asp;

http://www.pbs.org/theblues/roadtrip/deltahist.html]



Cross-Curricular Connections

Reading/Language Arts: Have the reader review the information about John Baldwin’s adoption of the
stage name John Paul Jones, p. 33. Artists adopt stage names for different reasons. Some think that stage
names protect privacy; others think that stage names better reflect their personalities; still others think that
stage names make them more marketable to the public. Ask the reader to create a stage name for him- or
herself and to write a journal entry about why this new name is appropriate.

Math: Point out that Robert Plant’s parents wanted him to study accounting, p. 22. An accountant is a
person who keeps a record of financial transactions. Keeping a record of one’s bank account is one of the
most basic forms of accounting. Have the reader fill in the blanks in the bank ledger below:

Date Description Debit Credit Balance

1 Jan 2011 paycheck $2034.52 $2034.52

2 Jan 2011 rent $950.00 ($1,084,52)

5 Jan 2011 groceries $126.92 ($957.60)

Science: Point out that members of Led Zeppelin listened to international music via short wave radio, p.
31. Explain that a radio signal has two waves: a sound wave and a frequency or carrier wave. Each wave
has a length. A short wave is a wave that is shorter than typical broadcasting waves. Have the reader
create a short wave diagram that shows a wavy line. The distance between each wave is the wavelength.
Using this diagram, have the reader draw conclusions about short waves. Ask: Do the short waves occur
with high or low frequency? (high) Does this frequency create high or low energy? (high) Do short waves
travel long distances or short distances? (long)  [Sources: Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4th

ed., p. 1327; http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/kidszone/faqs_radio.html#howdoesaradiowork;
http://outreach.atnf.csiro.au/education/everyone/radio-astronomy/whatis_images/emwave1.gif]

Social Studies: Draw the reader’s attention to Jimmy Page’s comment on p. 45: “traveling for inspiration
. . . is the best thing a musician can do.” Have the reader annotate a world map by marking places he or
she would like to travel. For each location, tell the reader to write a caption about why he or she would
like to travel to this place.

Arts: Remind the reader that John Bonham’s first drum set was made of a coffee tin, a can of bath salts,
and a loose wire, p. 26. Ask the reader to use common classroom or household items to create a
traditional or original instrument. Using this instrument, invite the reader to perform for a group.



Directions: Re-read the description of the Four Symbols album cover on p. 48 of the book Led Zeppelin.
Imagine that your family is poised to release an album. Use the space below to design the cover. Create a
central image for the cover, such as the old man with the bundle of sticks on his back. Then, add a visual
symbol for each family member.
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