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2) Jesse really doesn’t understand the issue of slavery and the cause
of abolition when he first joins. When does he begin to see the 
different sides of the issue? (p. 86–87) How do larger political events
such as the Emancipation Proclamation play a part in Jesse’s story?

3) War is hard on everyone. What are some of the ways the war
impacts civilians (like those in Athens and Chattanooga in chapters
four and ten). Beyond the danger and wounds, what are some of the
other ways soldiers suffered in war? How did the soldiers improve
their circumstances and rations? What is important to a soldier? 
(p. 59) Why does one of Jesse’s officer’s say that “It’s a rich man’s
war and a poor man’s fight.” (p. 53)

Activities
Jesse’s March. With a map of the Southeastern United States,

discover how many miles Jesse Bowman marched during his year
with the Army of the Cumberland. Locate and plot on a map
Huntsville, Alabama to Murfreesboro, Tennessee; Tullahoma,
Tennessee to Chickamauga, Georgia; and Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Add the distances together to get an idea of how far Jesse’s feet 
carried him. How far do you walk in a week? How long would it take
you to equal Jesse’s feat? (pages 18, 62, 83, 88, 117).

Dear Mother and Father. In many ways, the Civil War is one of
the most documented wars in history from the perspective of the
average soldier. Thousands of letters home survive that chronicle
both daily living and momentous events in the lives of the soldiers
(page 77). Ask the students to partner up. Have one student write a
letter home from the perspective of Jesse. Then, the other student
can write a response from his mother or father.

Sending Care. Organize a drive to create care packages that the stu-
dents can then send to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Summary
The Civil War has just begun when Jesse Bowman and his

best friend, Harlow Bassett, witness a drill demonstration of the
famous Chicago Zouaves. When they volunteer to join the Union
Army, they finally get to wear the famous red caps themselves and
become part of the Army of the Cumberland.

But war is not the glorious excitement they thought it would
be. It is filled with long days of waiting and when the call to action
finally comes, Jesse learns firsthand how the strain of marching takes
a toll on a soldier. He and Harlow advance at the Battle of Stones
River in Tennessee but after the charge, Harlow is nowhere to be
found. Jesse searches for his friend but finally realizes the only thing
he can do for Harlow is to write to his family.

The victory at Stones River is celebrated at home and
throughout the north and Jesse’s regiment continues to move, finally
ending up at the bloody Battle of Chickamauga. The Army of the
Cumberland is forced to retreat to the city of Chattanooga where
they prepare their defenses. Jesse watches the Confederate Army of
Tennessee take up positions on Lookout Mountain and Missionary
Ridge as it prepares to lay siege to the city nestled in a bend of the
Tennessee River.

Jesse and his fellow soldiers are anxious to prove themselves
worthy after Chickamauga and when the command comes, they rush
up Missionary Ridge. A sudden pain in Jesse’s leg makes him aware
that he has been shot. Like so many others, he begins the long
process of recuperation. At first he is ashamed that he, an 18-year-
old, is walking with a cane but then he realizes that the streets of
Chicago are filled with many other such men, aged before their time.
In reflection, Jesse realizes that war was not glorious. He was proud
to have served his country.

Discussion Questions
1) Jesse and Harlow want to join the army and fight for the Union.
Why? When and how do their expectations give way to the realities
of war? Find evidence in the book to support your opinion. (pages
5–10, 35, 51-53, 64–73)


